
On Wednesday, March 5th, area producers, 
agribusinesses, government workers, and other 
pertinent watershed stakeholders gathered at 
the Lake Windsor Golf  Club for this spring’s 
Yahara Pride Farms (YPF) Watershed-Wide 
Conference, “Building on our Progress”.  The 
conference enforced our concept and purpose, 
updated attendees on our progress, educated 
participants on the benefits of  cover crops and 
other conservation practices, and shared details 
on the YPF certification program.

The conference began with a welcome from 
Yahara Pride Farms Chairman Jeff  Endres, 
who highlighted the objective of  Yahara Pride 
Farms, which is as follows:

1. Help inform agriculture of  new water quality, 
rules, laws and issues.

2. Create a mechanism to show farmer environ-
mental sustainability while rewarding farmers 
for good stewardship along with a way to track 
collective progress to show watershed advance-
ment.

3. Assist in advancing new ideas and technol-
ogy that yields better water quality along with 
farm profitability.

4.  Make improvements in the watershed by 
earning the trust and respect of  farmers, pri-
vate citizens and government workers through 
outreach about our projects and programs 
showing agriculture is committed to doing its 
fair share.

5.  Establish the Yahara Pride brand name that 
both farmers and citizens can relate to.

These objectives have helped Yahara Pride 
Farms gain its momentum in the watershed and 

will continue to be our focus as we work 
towards improved soil and water quality.

Morning Focus on Cover Crops
Our first presenter, Dave Robison from 
Legacy Seeds, Inc., outlined the variety 
of  cover crops used in Wisconsin. (Please 
see pages 4 and 5 for more detailed infor-
mation from Dave’s presentation). Dave 
highlighted soil and economic benefits of  
utilizing cover crops and provided various 
suggestions on how to use them in your 
operation.

UW Extension’s Crop & Soil Educator 
Heidi Johnson continued the topic on 
cover crops with an update on the Ya-
hara Pride Farms Cover Crop Test Plot. 
The update featured the analysis on the 
test plot, which reviewed the data that was 
collected on specific cover crop species, 
planted on various dates. Heidi explained 
that as more data is collected, the infor-
mation will be used in identifying the eco-
nomic benefits of  cover crops to farmers. 
(Find more extensive information on page 
6).
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Dave Robison, cover crop expert, discusses the economic benefits of  using cover crops in Wisconsin.

New Farm Equipment Bill Hard to 
Swallow
During lunch, Wisconsin State Rep-
resentative Keith Ripp outlined the 
Implementation of  Husbandry Bill. 
The State Representative was able to 
respond to some of  the concerns the 
audience proposed. One common con-
cern regarded how the bill would be en-
forced.  It was made clear that the law 
is being written with local flexibility so 
that each town will have ability to man-
age their own constituent needs. 
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Heidi Johnson of  UW-Extension shared her preliminary re-
search on the Yahara Pride Farms Cover Crop Test Plot at 
our conference on March 5th. Heidi highlighted that ideal 
cover crops feature erosion protection, phosphorus runoff  
reduction and also are economically beneficial for farm-
ers. The Test Plot is meant to evaluate many different cov-
er crop species and planting dates after silage harvest and 
manure application as well as after silage. To compare the 
cover crops, Heidi performed a visual estimation of  ground 
cover in the plots, evaluated the height of  the cover crops 
using a forage stick, calculated biomass using 2 square foot 
samples and analyzed soil samples to one foot for nitrates. 
Calculations that will be performed include soil loss esti-
mates using biomass, phosphorus index measures and seed 
costs. This will continue into spring of  2014 to further sup-
port the study. The future research plans will further eval-
uate cover crop choices for the Yahara watershed and will 
include multiple years with varying weather. A similar test 
plot will likely be implemented at different locations around 
the watershed.

The following graphs illustrate the preliminary research pre-
pared through modeling thus far. 

Yahara Pride Farms
Cover Crop Test Plot

2014 YPF Cost-Share Program

Tim Roehl
Ink on Paper, Inc.

Thanks to our partners!

1. Fall Cover Cropping
     A. Seeding
         1. No till drilling
          2. Aerial seeding
          3. Slurry
          4. Broadcast
          5. Broadcast/ Air Flow 

2. Vertical Manure Injection
    A. Following Winter Wheat
    B. Following Corn Silage
    C. Into Established Cover Crop
    D. Into Soybeans Residue
    E.  Into Corn Residue
    F.  Following Alfalfa
    G. Additional Fall Tillage
        1. Low Disturbance Subsoiling
        2. Strip Tillage
        3. Additional Vertical Tillage

For a detailed description of  all certification components, 
please review our Certification Checklist on our website.

By becoming a Yahara Pride Farms CERTIFIED 
member, producers currently have access to 
branding benefits as well as the following dis-
counts:

Through Badgerland Financial:
- Discounted Servicing, Processing 
   or Appraisal Fees
- Discounted Tax or Farm Accounting Services
- Discounted registration fees to attend industry 
   meetings & conferences

Additionally, the following benefits will soon be 
available to certified members:
•Expedited permitting
•Value-added commodity prices
•Discounted agricultural supplies
•Sustainable agricultural producer label

Yahara Pride Farms 
Certification Benefits

We were honored to have the Department of  Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection Secretary, Ben Brancel in attendance, 
who thanked Yahara Pride Farms for their positive, farmer-led ap-
proach. He praised the Wisconsin farmers’ values by stating, when-
ever farmers are faced with a problem, they will find a solution to 
meet the challenge. He noted that Yahara Pride is being looked at 
by many throughout the state as a model for solving water quality 
issues in other watersheds.

Dennis Frame, one of  Yahara Pride Farms Conservation Resource 
Managers, presented information about our quickly growing Cer-
tification Program, which helps farmers identify and correct areas 
or practices, that could have a negative impact on the environment. 
(See details on page 3). Following Dennis, Chairman Jeff  Endres 
shared information on what Yahara Pride Farms will be offering 
in our 2014 cost-share program (see page 7 for specific cost-share 
program details).

To wrap up the conference, a panel comprised of  a variety of  water-
shed stakeholders discussed how their organization sees their role 
in water quality improvement. The discussion emphasized that to 
achieve improved water quality everyone - producers, government 
and community members - must all be involved in the solution. 
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Certification Program Update

3. Strip Tillage
    A. Into Soybean Residue
    B. into Corn Residue
    C. Into Established Cover Crop
    D. Following Winter Wheat
    E. Following Alfalfa
    F. Following Vertical Manure Injection

4. Conservation Equipment Upgrade Grant Bids
    A. Numbers of  acres and pounds of  P per acre retained
    B. Dollar Amount
    C. What practice is the upgrade replacing
    D. Years Committed

5. Proactive Winter Manure Planning and Handling
    A. Labeling Fields According to Risk Level
    B. Aligning Fields to Optimize Discovery Farms Winter   
 Spreading Recommendation
    C. Headland Stacking
        1. Total Yards or Gallons Equivalent
    D. Pad Stacking
        1. Total Yards or Gallons EquivalentFrom left, Don Heilman, Clean Lakes Alliance and Yahara Pride Farms Execu-

tive Director; Dennis Frame, YPF Conservation Resource Manager; Dave Taylor, 
Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District; Kevin Connors, Dane County; Bob 
Uphoff, Uphoff  Ham & Bacon Farm & YPF Board Member

Dennis Frame, Conservation Resource Manager of  YPF, 
described the purpose of  certification and more details 
about the process at the watershed-wide conference. 

Purpose
• Help farmers identify and correct areas or practices 

which could have a negative impact on the environ-
ment

• Provide a non-regulatory evaluation of  the overall 
farm and farming system

• Establish a criteria for evaluating the environmental 
component of  a sustainable farming system

• Discuss vision for future of  the farm and long-term 
operation

Four step process
1. Evaluate Crop & Soil Fertility Program
2. Evaluate Nutrient & Soil Conservation
3. Field Evaluation of  land
4. Evaluate Facilities & Non-Permeable Areas

Certification Scoring
• Farms get a score for their crop and soil fertility       

program
• Range from 9 – 81
• Nutrient Management Plan evaluation and summary
• Walkover summary (rating summary)
 Facility score
 Range from 60 - 540

Final Steps
Scores for each section are evaluated
Certification spreadsheet is completed

Final Product
• Verification of  the appropriateness of  the farming   

system
• Verification of  the conservation practices                                 

implemented
• Identification of  potential improvements

Representative Keith Ripp speaks on the Implement of Husbandry Bill.

Contact Rachel Fossum at 608-255-6329 or by email: rachel@yaharapridefarms.org if you are interested in 
participating in any of these programs.

Example of map provided to farmer

Example of Farm Evaluation Sheet
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Cover Crops: Will I Get a Return on Investment
Dave Robison, Legacy Seeds

At the “Building on our Progress” conference, presenter Dave Robison shared many amazing 
benefits of cover cropping including soil health, effects on yield and nutrient retention. Below is 
a chart that details the extra profit (subtracting seed and application cost from total revenue) of 
implementing cover crops using various types of cover crop seed and seed mixes.

While cover crops have been the “hot topic” over the past 3-4 
years we still have a lot to learn.

Some experienced cover croppers may scoff  at losing yield 
and claim it is because only one species was used as a cover 
crop – that we all need to use “cocktail mixes.”

Others may say that using one species is all they are comfort-
able with managing.

Both groups might be correct in their thinking.  But each in-
dividual farmer must make his own choice of  what he can 
deal with (or wants to deal with).  Whatever choice a producer 
makes should always have a goal of  improving the soil health.  
If  the soil is healthier, then usually a better, more profitable 
crop will follow.  But it does not always happen that way.  Like 
many things in life, patience and best management practices 
usually pay off  – and most likely will always pay off  in the 
long run.

For more information on Dave’s research, please visit 
PlantCoverCrops.com. All information and photos from this 

article are provided by Dave Robison.

Do NOT expect tall cover crops Instead expect soil health

• Increased earthworm activity
• Improved root mass and root depth
• Improved water infiltration
• Improved plant health

Additional benefits of cover crops:

Conservation Technology Information Center (CTIC) 
multiple state data shows 5-10% increase in yield in corn 
(2 year data)

CTIC multiple state data shows 11-14% increase in yield 
in soybeans (2 year data)

Robison Farms research (2012- central Indiana) (corn yield in 2010 

was 198 b/a)

How cover crops affect yield

Conclusions from Dave

Several farmers have asked me why they need to spend an “extra” 
4-6 cents per pound to inoculate the legume seed they are planting 
for producing nitrogen with their cover crops.  I get asked this espe-
cially about Austrian Winter Peas and Cowpea.

However, if  you are planting Crimson Clover, Berseem Clover, Kura 
Clover, Alsike, Hairy Vetch, Sunn Hemp, or Medium Red Clover it’s 
just as important to inoculate!  Why?  I’ll list a few reasons below: 
Inoculated peas are significantly better at producing nitrogen.

Legumes are planted as cover crops most specifically to produce ni-
trogen. Legume seed is relatively expensive; if  it does NOT produce 
nitrogen, then it is exceptionally expensive. The inoculant is a species 
specific bacteria that allows that plant to fix nitrogen.  If  there are 
not enough bacteria there is limited nitrogen production from the 
legume plants. A healthy legume cover crop can produce nearly 200 
units of  nitrogen.

Even if  you have produced a similar crop in your field within a two 
year time period, it still pays to inoculate each year since many of  the 
bacteria prove to be “weak” and unable to perform like a healthy and 
vigorous bacteria.

If  inoculating Peas or Cowpea you will need to do a “seedbox” treat-
ment.  There are not yet inoculants that can be pre-applied that will 
allow you to have healthy bacteria. Therefore, most inoculant com-
panies suggest putting the inoculant on within hours of  putting the 
seed in the ground. Be sure to get very good coverage on all of  the 
seeds.

Do not hurry. Each seed needs coverage to actually be inoculated. I 
know that sounds silly, but I have seen many fields and plots where 
only some of  the pea or vetch  plants were performing well.  The 
ones that looked poor had no nodules.

Inoculating Cover Crop 
Legumes Pays Off

Many companies sell pre-inoculated clover seed.  If  yours does 
not, then either find another supplier or purchase the correct 
inoculant from your current seed supplier.  Do not waste a 
great opportunity to produce as much nitrogen as possible. It 
is  less expensive to produce nitrogen than it is to purchase it.

Robison Farms Cover Crop Research Plot

Check (no cover crop)

Annual Ryegrass + Crimson Clover + Radish

Winter Cereal Rye

Oats + Radish

Annual Ryegrass Blend

Annual Ryegrass + Crimson Clover

Crimson Clover + Radish

Oats + Rye + Appin Turnips

Austrian Winter Peas + Radish

Revenue
  Per Acre

$605.13

$691.78

$729.45

$798.04

$772.05

$784.36

$885.44

$945.13

$947.72

Revenue less seed &
application cost

$605.13

$646.91

$696.97

$733.29

$743.05

$750.76

$829.44

$870.23

$892.07

Net advantage 
(extra profit)

$0.00

$41.78

$91.84

$128.16

$137.92

$145.63

$224.31

$265.10

$286.94
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If  the soil is healthier, then usually a better, more profitable 
crop will follow.  But it does not always happen that way.  Like 
many things in life, patience and best management practices 
usually pay off  – and most likely will always pay off  in the 
long run.

For more information on Dave’s research, please visit 
PlantCoverCrops.com. All information and photos from this 

article are provided by Dave Robison.

Do NOT expect tall cover crops Instead expect soil health

• Increased earthworm activity
• Improved root mass and root depth
• Improved water infiltration
• Improved plant health

Additional benefits of cover crops:

Conservation Technology Information Center (CTIC) 
multiple state data shows 5-10% increase in yield in corn 
(2 year data)

CTIC multiple state data shows 11-14% increase in yield 
in soybeans (2 year data)

Robison Farms research (2012- central Indiana) (corn yield in 2010 

was 198 b/a)

How cover crops affect yield

Conclusions from Dave

Several farmers have asked me why they need to spend an “extra” 
4-6 cents per pound to inoculate the legume seed they are planting 
for producing nitrogen with their cover crops.  I get asked this espe-
cially about Austrian Winter Peas and Cowpea.

However, if  you are planting Crimson Clover, Berseem Clover, Kura 
Clover, Alsike, Hairy Vetch, Sunn Hemp, or Medium Red Clover it’s 
just as important to inoculate!  Why?  I’ll list a few reasons below: 
Inoculated peas are significantly better at producing nitrogen.

Legumes are planted as cover crops most specifically to produce ni-
trogen. Legume seed is relatively expensive; if  it does NOT produce 
nitrogen, then it is exceptionally expensive. The inoculant is a species 
specific bacteria that allows that plant to fix nitrogen.  If  there are 
not enough bacteria there is limited nitrogen production from the 
legume plants. A healthy legume cover crop can produce nearly 200 
units of  nitrogen.

Even if  you have produced a similar crop in your field within a two 
year time period, it still pays to inoculate each year since many of  the 
bacteria prove to be “weak” and unable to perform like a healthy and 
vigorous bacteria.

If  inoculating Peas or Cowpea you will need to do a “seedbox” treat-
ment.  There are not yet inoculants that can be pre-applied that will 
allow you to have healthy bacteria. Therefore, most inoculant com-
panies suggest putting the inoculant on within hours of  putting the 
seed in the ground. Be sure to get very good coverage on all of  the 
seeds.

Do not hurry. Each seed needs coverage to actually be inoculated. I 
know that sounds silly, but I have seen many fields and plots where 
only some of  the pea or vetch  plants were performing well.  The 
ones that looked poor had no nodules.

Inoculating Cover Crop 
Legumes Pays Off

Many companies sell pre-inoculated clover seed.  If  yours does 
not, then either find another supplier or purchase the correct 
inoculant from your current seed supplier.  Do not waste a 
great opportunity to produce as much nitrogen as possible. It 
is  less expensive to produce nitrogen than it is to purchase it.

Robison Farms Cover Crop Research Plot

Check (no cover crop)

Annual Ryegrass + Crimson Clover + Radish

Winter Cereal Rye

Oats + Radish

Annual Ryegrass Blend

Annual Ryegrass + Crimson Clover

Crimson Clover + Radish

Oats + Rye + Appin Turnips

Austrian Winter Peas + Radish

Revenue
  Per Acre

$605.13

$691.78

$729.45

$798.04

$772.05

$784.36

$885.44

$945.13

$947.72

Revenue less seed &
application cost

$605.13

$646.91

$696.97

$733.29

$743.05

$750.76

$829.44

$870.23

$892.07

Net advantage 
(extra profit)

$0.00

$41.78

$91.84

$128.16

$137.92

$145.63

$224.31

$265.10

$286.94
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Heidi Johnson of  UW-Extension shared her preliminary re-
search on the Yahara Pride Farms Cover Crop Test Plot at 
our conference on March 5th. Heidi highlighted that ideal 
cover crops feature erosion protection, phosphorus runoff  
reduction and also are economically beneficial for farm-
ers. The Test Plot is meant to evaluate many different cov-
er crop species and planting dates after silage harvest and 
manure application as well as after silage. To compare the 
cover crops, Heidi performed a visual estimation of  ground 
cover in the plots, evaluated the height of  the cover crops 
using a forage stick, calculated biomass using 2 square foot 
samples and analyzed soil samples to one foot for nitrates. 
Calculations that will be performed include soil loss esti-
mates using biomass, phosphorus index measures and seed 
costs. This will continue into spring of  2014 to further sup-
port the study. The future research plans will further eval-
uate cover crop choices for the Yahara watershed and will 
include multiple years with varying weather. A similar test 
plot will likely be implemented at different locations around 
the watershed.

The following graphs illustrate the preliminary research pre-
pared through modeling thus far. 

Yahara Pride Farms
Cover Crop Test Plot

2014 YPF Cost-Share Program

Tim Roehl
Ink on Paper, Inc.

Thanks to our partners!

1. Fall Cover Cropping
     A. Seeding
         1. No till drilling
          2. Aerial seeding
          3. Slurry
          4. Broadcast
          5. Broadcast/ Air Flow 

2. Vertical Manure Injection
    A. Following Winter Wheat
    B. Following Corn Silage
    C. Into Established Cover Crop
    D. Into Soybeans Residue
    E.  Into Corn Residue
    F.  Following Alfalfa
    G. Additional Fall Tillage
        1. Low Disturbance Subsoiling
        2. Strip Tillage
        3. Additional Vertical Tillage

For a detailed description of  all certification components, 
please review our Certification Checklist on our website.

By becoming a Yahara Pride Farms CERTIFIED 
member, producers currently have access to 
branding benefits as well as the following dis-
counts:

Through Badgerland Financial:
- Discounted Servicing, Processing 
   or Appraisal Fees
- Discounted Tax or Farm Accounting Services
- Discounted registration fees to attend industry 
   meetings & conferences

Additionally, the following benefits will soon be 
available to certified members:
•Expedited permitting
•Value-added commodity prices
•Discounted agricultural supplies
•Sustainable agricultural producer label

Yahara Pride Farms 
Certification Benefits

We were honored to have the Department of  Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection Secretary, Ben Brancel in attendance, 
who thanked Yahara Pride Farms for their positive, farmer-led ap-
proach. He praised the Wisconsin farmers’ values by stating, when-
ever farmers are faced with a problem, they will find a solution to 
meet the challenge. He noted that Yahara Pride is being looked at 
by many throughout the state as a model for solving water quality 
issues in other watersheds.

Dennis Frame, one of  Yahara Pride Farms Conservation Resource 
Managers, presented information about our quickly growing Cer-
tification Program, which helps farmers identify and correct areas 
or practices, that could have a negative impact on the environment. 
(See details on page 3). Following Dennis, Chairman Jeff  Endres 
shared information on what Yahara Pride Farms will be offering 
in our 2014 cost-share program (see page 7 for specific cost-share 
program details).

To wrap up the conference, a panel comprised of  a variety of  water-
shed stakeholders discussed how their organization sees their role 
in water quality improvement. The discussion emphasized that to 
achieve improved water quality everyone - producers, government 
and community members - must all be involved in the solution. 

Building on our Progress
Continued from page 1
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Certification Program Update

3. Strip Tillage
    A. Into Soybean Residue
    B. into Corn Residue
    C. Into Established Cover Crop
    D. Following Winter Wheat
    E. Following Alfalfa
    F. Following Vertical Manure Injection

4. Conservation Equipment Upgrade Grant Bids
    A. Numbers of  acres and pounds of  P per acre retained
    B. Dollar Amount
    C. What practice is the upgrade replacing
    D. Years Committed

5. Proactive Winter Manure Planning and Handling
    A. Labeling Fields According to Risk Level
    B. Aligning Fields to Optimize Discovery Farms Winter   
 Spreading Recommendation
    C. Headland Stacking
        1. Total Yards or Gallons Equivalent
    D. Pad Stacking
        1. Total Yards or Gallons EquivalentFrom left, Don Heilman, Clean Lakes Alliance and Yahara Pride Farms Execu-

tive Director; Dennis Frame, YPF Conservation Resource Manager; Dave Taylor, 
Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District; Kevin Connors, Dane County; Bob 
Uphoff, Uphoff  Ham & Bacon Farm & YPF Board Member

Dennis Frame, Conservation Resource Manager of  YPF, 
described the purpose of  certification and more details 
about the process at the watershed-wide conference. 

Purpose
• Help farmers identify and correct areas or practices 

which could have a negative impact on the environ-
ment

• Provide a non-regulatory evaluation of  the overall 
farm and farming system

• Establish a criteria for evaluating the environmental 
component of  a sustainable farming system

• Discuss vision for future of  the farm and long-term 
operation

Four step process
1. Evaluate Crop & Soil Fertility Program
2. Evaluate Nutrient & Soil Conservation
3. Field Evaluation of  land
4. Evaluate Facilities & Non-Permeable Areas

Certification Scoring
• Farms get a score for their crop and soil fertility       

program
• Range from 9 – 81
• Nutrient Management Plan evaluation and summary
• Walkover summary (rating summary)
 Facility score
 Range from 60 - 540

Final Steps
Scores for each section are evaluated
Certification spreadsheet is completed

Final Product
• Verification of  the appropriateness of  the farming   

system
• Verification of  the conservation practices                                 

implemented
• Identification of  potential improvements

Representative Keith Ripp speaks on the Implement of Husbandry Bill.

Contact Rachel Fossum at 608-255-6329 or by email: rachel@yaharapridefarms.org if you are interested in 
participating in any of these programs.

Example of map provided to farmer

Example of Farm Evaluation Sheet
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Heidi Johnson of  UW-Extension shared her preliminary re-
search on the Yahara Pride Farms Cover Crop Test Plot at 
our conference on March 5th. Heidi highlighted that ideal 
cover crops feature erosion protection, phosphorus runoff  
reduction and also are economically beneficial for farm-
ers. The Test Plot is meant to evaluate many different cov-
er crop species and planting dates after silage harvest and 
manure application as well as after silage. To compare the 
cover crops, Heidi performed a visual estimation of  ground 
cover in the plots, evaluated the height of  the cover crops 
using a forage stick, calculated biomass using 2 square foot 
samples and analyzed soil samples to one foot for nitrates. 
Calculations that will be performed include soil loss esti-
mates using biomass, phosphorus index measures and seed 
costs. This will continue into spring of  2014 to further sup-
port the study. The future research plans will further eval-
uate cover crop choices for the Yahara watershed and will 
include multiple years with varying weather. A similar test 
plot will likely be implemented at different locations around 
the watershed.

The following graphs illustrate the preliminary research pre-
pared through modeling thus far. 

Yahara Pride Farms
Cover Crop Test Plot

2014 YPF Cost-Share Program

Tim Roehl
Ink on Paper, Inc.

Thanks to our partners!

1. Fall Cover Cropping
     A. Seeding
         1. No till drilling
          2. Aerial seeding
          3. Slurry
          4. Broadcast
          5. Broadcast/ Air Flow 

2. Vertical Manure Injection
    A. Following Winter Wheat
    B. Following Corn Silage
    C. Into Established Cover Crop
    D. Into Soybeans Residue
    E.  Into Corn Residue
    F.  Following Alfalfa
    G. Additional Fall Tillage
        1. Low Disturbance Subsoiling
        2. Strip Tillage
        3. Additional Vertical Tillage

For a detailed description of  all certification components, 
please review our Certification Checklist on our website.

By becoming a Yahara Pride Farms CERTIFIED 
member, producers currently have access to 
branding benefits as well as the following dis-
counts:

Through Badgerland Financial:
- Discounted Servicing, Processing 
   or Appraisal Fees
- Discounted Tax or Farm Accounting Services
- Discounted registration fees to attend industry 
   meetings & conferences

Additionally, the following benefits will soon be 
available to certified members:
•Expedited permitting
•Value-added commodity prices
•Discounted agricultural supplies
•Sustainable agricultural producer label

Yahara Pride Farms 
Certification Benefits

We were honored to have the Department of  Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection Secretary, Ben Brancel in attendance, 
who thanked Yahara Pride Farms for their positive, farmer-led ap-
proach. He praised the Wisconsin farmers’ values by stating, when-
ever farmers are faced with a problem, they will find a solution to 
meet the challenge. He noted that Yahara Pride is being looked at 
by many throughout the state as a model for solving water quality 
issues in other watersheds.

Dennis Frame, one of  Yahara Pride Farms Conservation Resource 
Managers, presented information about our quickly growing Cer-
tification Program, which helps farmers identify and correct areas 
or practices, that could have a negative impact on the environment. 
(See details on page 3). Following Dennis, Chairman Jeff  Endres 
shared information on what Yahara Pride Farms will be offering 
in our 2014 cost-share program (see page 7 for specific cost-share 
program details).

To wrap up the conference, a panel comprised of  a variety of  water-
shed stakeholders discussed how their organization sees their role 
in water quality improvement. The discussion emphasized that to 
achieve improved water quality everyone - producers, government 
and community members - must all be involved in the solution. 
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about the process at the watershed-wide conference. 

Purpose
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system
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On Wednesday, March 5th, area producers, 
agribusinesses, government workers, and other 
pertinent watershed stakeholders gathered at 
the Lake Windsor Golf  Club for this spring’s 
Yahara Pride Farms (YPF) Watershed-Wide 
Conference, “Building on our Progress”.  The 
conference enforced our concept and purpose, 
updated attendees on our progress, educated 
participants on the benefits of  cover crops and 
other conservation practices, and shared details 
on the YPF certification program.

The conference began with a welcome from 
Yahara Pride Farms Chairman Jeff  Endres, 
who highlighted the objective of  Yahara Pride 
Farms, which is as follows:

1. Help inform agriculture of  new water quality, 
rules, laws and issues.

2. Create a mechanism to show farmer environ-
mental sustainability while rewarding farmers 
for good stewardship along with a way to track 
collective progress to show watershed advance-
ment.

3. Assist in advancing new ideas and technol-
ogy that yields better water quality along with 
farm profitability.

4.  Make improvements in the watershed by 
earning the trust and respect of  farmers, pri-
vate citizens and government workers through 
outreach about our projects and programs 
showing agriculture is committed to doing its 
fair share.

5.  Establish the Yahara Pride brand name that 
both farmers and citizens can relate to.

These objectives have helped Yahara Pride 
Farms gain its momentum in the watershed and 

will continue to be our focus as we work 
towards improved soil and water quality.

Morning Focus on Cover Crops
Our first presenter, Dave Robison from 
Legacy Seeds, Inc., outlined the variety 
of  cover crops used in Wisconsin. (Please 
see pages 4 and 5 for more detailed infor-
mation from Dave’s presentation). Dave 
highlighted soil and economic benefits of  
utilizing cover crops and provided various 
suggestions on how to use them in your 
operation.

UW Extension’s Crop & Soil Educator 
Heidi Johnson continued the topic on 
cover crops with an update on the Ya-
hara Pride Farms Cover Crop Test Plot. 
The update featured the analysis on the 
test plot, which reviewed the data that was 
collected on specific cover crop species, 
planted on various dates. Heidi explained 
that as more data is collected, the infor-
mation will be used in identifying the eco-
nomic benefits of  cover crops to farmers. 
(Find more extensive information on page 
6).
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Dave Robison, cover crop expert, discusses the economic benefits of  using cover crops in Wisconsin.

New Farm Equipment Bill Hard to 
Swallow
During lunch, Wisconsin State Rep-
resentative Keith Ripp outlined the 
Implementation of  Husbandry Bill. 
The State Representative was able to 
respond to some of  the concerns the 
audience proposed. One common con-
cern regarded how the bill would be en-
forced.  It was made clear that the law 
is being written with local flexibility so 
that each town will have ability to man-
age their own constituent needs. 
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