
2014 Ag Innovation Days Recap 
 
On October 21st and 23rd, Yahara Pride Farms’ second annual Ag Innovation Days brought in 100 
producers, implement dealers, agency workers, agronomists, and other partners. As you may know, 
Yahara Pride Farms strives to improve soil and water quality by supporting improved cropping, 
tillage, and in field practices on agricultural lands. Ag Innovation Days supports our mission by 
bringing in agribusinesses and other experts from all over the Midwest and beyond to share 
knowledge and demonstrate new technologies.  
 
Attendees were able to inspect field technology first-hand, talk with implement representatives, 
and see equipment operate on a field following corn silage harvest. Attendees learned more about 
the environmental and economic benefits of new technologies, and identified practices that will 
improve their operation, meet special field needs, and ultimately benefit the bottom line. 
 
New this year, attendees were able to witness an emergency manure spill response demonstration 
in action. Brown County UW-Extension showed how to control, contain, comply, and cleanup a 
manure spill to minimize environmental risk and avoid fines. After stopping the source of the 
“spill”, the Brown County team demonstrated how to block culverts with a board and protect 
drainage tiles with a bottomless bucket. The team, including the all-volunteer Waunakee Fire 
Department, then demonstrated how to clean up the spill with water and a vacuum truck, while 
avoiding damaging sod and exposing soil. 
 
Both locations also featured cross-sectional soil digs on fields planted with fall cover crops. On day 
one in Waunakee, the dig focused on root growth of cover crops planted after a wheat harvest in 
late August; in DeForest, the dig featured different seed mix options to cover a post-harvest corn 
field in late September or early October. For the second dig, the barley/winter wheat mix stood out 
as a “best of both worlds” combination: barley gives quick fall coverage even late in the season, and 
winter wheat puts more of its energy into root growth for soil retention that fall and in the 
following spring. Look for more in-depth cover crop test plot results in the next issue of the 
Forward Farmer. 
 
Many thanks to our sponsors ABS Global, Badgerland Financial, and MSA Professional Services, Inc. 
Grant support is provided by Organic Valley, Professional Dairy Producers Foundation, the 
McKnight Foundation, and the Village of DeForest. We also appreciate the contributions of time and 
expertise made by our exhibitors, including Carl F. Statz and Sons Inc., Crop IMS, Dane County Land 
Conservation Division, Dane County University of Wisconsin-Extension, Diamond t Ag LLC, 
GYPSOIL, Kalscheur Implement Co. Inc., Partners in Production, VTI (Vertical Till Injector) LLC, 
Sloan Implement, Wipp Brothers Ag Services, and Ziegler Ag Equipment. 
 
A special thanks goes to Riley Kahl of Imkahlng Auctions, Lonny Hahn of Hahn Hogs, Walter 
Meinholz of Blue Star Dairy, the FFA students of Waunakee High School, to Chuck Ripp and Jeff 
Endres for helping facilitate the event, and to YPF members and board members for their support. 
Thank you again to everyone who took time out of their busy fall schedules to attend. If you weren’t 
able to come this time, we hope to see you next year! 

 


