
On October 21st and 23rd, Yahara Pride 
Farms’ second annual Ag Innovation Days 
brought in 100 producers, implement deal-
ers, agency workers, agronomists, and 
other partners. As you may know, Yaha-
ra Pride Farms strives to improve soil and 
water quality by supporting improved 
cropping, tillage, and in-field practices on 
agricultural lands. Ag Innovation Days sup-
ports our mission by bringing in agribusi-
nesses and other experts from all over the 
Midwest and beyond to share knowledge 
and demonstrate new technologies.

Attendees were able to inspect field tech-
nology first-hand, talk with implement rep-
resentatives, and see conservation tillage 
equipment run on a field following corn 
grain harvest. Attendees learned more 
about the environmental and economic 
benefits of new technologies, and identi-
fied practices that will improve their oper-
ation, meet their specific field needs, and 
ultimately benefit farmer’s bottom line.

Manure spill response demo
New this year, attendees were able to 
observe an emergency manure spill re-
sponse demonstration in action. Kevin Erb 
of Brown County UW-Extension showed 
how to control, contain, comply, and 
clean-up a manure spill to minimize envi-
ronmental risk. After stopping the source 
of the “spill”, the Brown County team 
demonstrated how to block culverts with 
a board and protect drainage tiles with a 
bottomless bucket. The team, including 
the all-volunteer Dane Fire Department, 
then demonstrated how to clean up the 
spill with water and a vacuum tank, while 
avoiding damaging sod and exposing soil.

Cover Crops
Both locations also featured cross-section-

al soil digs on fields planted with fall 
cover crops. On day one in Waunakee, 
the dig focused on root growth of cov-
er crops planted after a wheat harvest 
in late August; in DeForest, the dig fea-
tured different seed mix options to cov-
er a post-harvest corn field in late Sep-
tember or early October. For the second 
dig, the barley/winter wheat mix stood 
out as a “best of both worlds” combi-
nation: barley gives quick fall coverage 
even late in the season, and winter 
wheat puts more of its energy into root 
growth for soil retention that fall and in 
the following spring. Look for more in-
depth cover crop test plot results in the 
next issue of the Forward Farmer.

Thank you
Many thanks to our sponsors ABS Glob-
al, Badgerland Financial, and MSA Pro-
fessional Services, Inc. and our grant 
supporters: Organic Valley, Professional 
Dairy Producers Foundation, The McK-
night Foundation, and the Village of De-
Forest. We also appreciate the time and 
expertise contributed by our exhibitors, 
including Carl F. Statz and Sons Inc., 
Crop IMS, Dane County Land Conserva-
tion Division, Dane County University of 
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Wisconsin-Extension, Diamond t Ag 
LLC, GYPSOIL, Kalscheur Implement 
Co. Inc., McFarlanes, Partners in Pro-
duction, VTI (Vertical Till Injector) 
LLC, Sloan Implement, Wipp Brothers 
Ag Services, and Ziegler Ag Equip-
ment.

A special thanks goes to Riley Kahl 
of Imkahlng Auctions, Lonny Hahn 
of Hahn Hogs Farm, Walter Meinholz 
of Blue Star Dairy, the FFA students 
of Waunakee High School, to Chuck 
Ripp and Jeff Endres for helping facil-
itate the event, and to YPF members 
and board members for their sup-
port. Thank you again to everyone 
who took time out of their busy fall 
schedules to attend. If you weren’t 
able to make it out, we hope to see 
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2014 Ag Innovation Days

Attendees view conservation tillage and VTI injector first-hand.

Photo taken at sunrise by Rachel Fossum, Rural Program Manager of YPF,
as she prepared for the first day of Ag Innovation Days.



This farmer-led certification 
program allows farmers and 
agri-business to be proac-
tive and to take the lead in 
reducing nonpoint pollu-
tion, while also finding the 
solutions that are best suit-
ed for farmers’ individual 
operations. The certification 
program is based on the 
belief that farmers are com-
mitted to feeding the world, 
while protecting  land and 
water for future genera-
tions.  

What the program measures
Our Conservation Resource Managers (CRM), Joe Connors 
and Dennis Frame, score farm operations by: 
• Assessing facilities and non-permeable areas,
• Analyzing the crop and soil fertility program and nutrient 
management plan, and
• Evaluating field conditions through a walk-over consulta-
tion.

All three aspects of the operation are then individually 
scored in a final report. Operations that achieve 80% or 
more of the available points become “Yahara Pride Certi-
fied” and get special certification benefits.

How the program works
Our certification process is designed to be flexible; depend-
ing on the season, schedules, and how an individual oper-
ation works, the following steps can happen in any order:

Assessing the facilities and non-permeable areas
The CRM will start by evaluating your facilities and non-per-
meable areas using a survey designed to determine envi-
ronmental risks from six areas of the operation:
• the farmstead
• pesticide, fertilizer storage & handling
• petroleum storage and handling
• farm and household waste removal 
• manure storage
• silage leachate
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Upcoming Events

UW Discovery Farms Winter Conference
“Managing Nitrogen: More for the Plant, Less Leav-
ing the Field”
When: Dec. 9th, 2014
Where: Glacier Canyon Conference Center, Wilder-
ness Territory Wisconsin Dells, WI
Time: 9:00am-3:30pm
Cost: $50 registration fee with lunch and materials 
included
For more information, visit: 
http://www.uwdiscoveryfarms.org/Educa-
tion/2014WinterConference.aspx

Yahara Pride Farms Annual Conference
 Coming up in March 2014 - watch for more
 information!

*Bolded names indicate new 
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Farmers across generations are working towards water quality
A series of testimonials on our Certification Program

Bob Uphoff, Uphoff Ham & Bacon Farm; 
Vice-Chair, Yahara Pride Farms

We interviewed Bob 
Uphoff about his experi-
ences becoming a certified 
YPF member, which he 
completed in the summer 
of 2014. Read on to learn 
more about the certifi-
cation process and value 
below. 

Farm Overview: Bob and 
his family own and operate 
Uphoff Ham and Bacon, 
located in the southern part 
of the watershed. Their farm produces primarily hogs and 
grain. Approximately 3,000 hogs are produced per year; far-
row to finish. They work with a meat distributor in Iowa to 
sell their finished products to customers in Wisconsin and all 
around the world. 

YPF: Why did you decide to become a Yahara Pride Farms 
certified farmer? 

BU: Agriculture is not always talked about in a positive way, 
especially when it comes to use of conservation practices. 
Becoming a Yahara Pride Farms certified farmer was a great 
opportunity for our farm to showcase agriculture in a positive 
light. We also want to be stewards to the land. The certifica-
tion program has real merits and we thought a second pair 
of eyes on the farm would be very helpful in identifying our 
conservation strengths and weaknesses. 

YPF: How long did your certification farm walkover take? 

BU: The resource managers were on the farm for one day and 
then the follow up took about a half day. 

YPF: Were you satisfied with the information shared with 
you so far and have you found the information useful?

BU: Very much so. It was very helpful to have another person 
on the farm to review things. We were able to discuss what 
we thought were problems, find new problems, and start 
coming up with solutions. After the on-farm visit, the report 
the  resource managers gave highlighted areas that could be 
improved.  Overall, the experience was very rewarding.

YPF: What is the most beneficial part of the certification               
program from your point of view?

BU: The most beneficial part of the program is, again, hav-
ing the second pair of eyes coming from off the operation to 
give you their opinion. 

YPF: Would you recommend becoming certified to another 
farmer? Why?

BU: Yes, having someone come in a non-regulatory ap-
proach to come look at the whole operation was very use-
ful. The report that is given to you after the farm walkover 
was also helpful. 

YPF: Any other comments you might have?

BU: A few years ago we didn’t even know what the wa-
tershed conservation group was-- now we have had some 
great dialogue, and the whole process has been rewarding. 
Having the program be farmer-led has earned the trust of 
other farmers in the watershed.

The purpose 
Yahara Pride Certification is a proactive program designed 
to help farmers identify the strengths and weaknesses of 
their farming system, facilities, and landscapes. This volun-
tary, non-governmental program helps farmers both docu-
ment how their operation protects soil and water quality, 
and identify high-risk situations and practices that need to 
be modified. Yahara Pride Farms is committed to working 
with farmers, ag suppliers, and agency personnel to reduce 
risks and protect farm heritage.
 
Why it is important
While farmers and landowners throughout Wisconsin are 
under increasing pressure to reduce non-point sources of  
nutrients and sediments to waters of the state, farmers 
living in the Yahara Watershed are under an even higher 
level of scrutiny. This is because the Yahara Watershed sur-
rounds the urban development of Madison, which flows 
into a series of five lakes, each showing signs of excessive 
phosphorus and sediment loading.  Modeling efforts have 
been conducted by a variety of private and public agen-
cies over the year; a 2011 study concluded that agricultural 
sources accounted for 90% of the sediment and 84% of the 
phosphorus entering the lakes.

Why farmers should be involved and concerned
• Agencies and the non-farm public are working on reduc-
ing phosphorus pollution into these lakes and much of their 
attention is focused on farms and farming practices.
• Farmers have the best understanding of best practices to 
sustain farming systems and need to be the lead in identi-
fying solutions that protect water quality and that are sus-
tainable for their farms and the future of agriculture.
• We all want and expect clean water (both groundwater 
and surface waters). To accomplish this goal, both urban 
and rural entities need to work together to ensure the sus-
tainability of agriculture in the region.

Currently,  certified members are offered the 
following incentives from Badgerland Financial:

• Discounted servicing or appraisal fees
• Discounted tax or farm accounting services
• Discounted registration fees to attend industry         

meetings & conferences

YPF is working hard to offer more incentives and 
rewards for becoming a certified or
 general YPF member such as:

• Expedited permitting
• Value-added commodity prices
• Discounted agricultural supplies
• Sustainable agricultural producer label

For a detailed description of all certification components, 
please review our certification  page on our website.

Analyzing the crop and soil fertility program and 
nutrient management plan
You and a CRM will have a conversation about how your 
operation determines and implements your nutrient ap-
plication plan. It is not an evaluation of compliance with 
rules and regulations, but more an evaluation of how 
you establish and implement the application of nutrients 
to the crops. The survey will determine how your farm 
establishes the nutrient needs, application rates, and ap-
plication methods for each crop as well as information 
on record keeping, mapping, and soil conservation. 

The CRM will also evaluate your SNAP nutrient manage-
ment plan. SNAP (Soil Nutrient Application Planner) is 
a free program and model developed by the University 
of Wisconsin to estimate environmental impacts based 
on the farming system and nutrient applications (rates, 
timing, and methods). This will evaluate your farm’s con-
servation plan, soil testing, and nutrient application plan, 
and provide both a current and historical overview of 
the farm and the farming practices utilized. If you do not 
yet use SNAP, or have a SNAP plan, the CRM will also be 
able to assist you with this.
 
Evaluating the field conditions
The walk-through evaluation confirms the data gathered 
through the assessment and further identifies areas of 
concern or exceptional practices. This step is probably 
the most important because it provides feedback on 
both the current farming system and on how well the 
model is predicting losses. It’s one thing to have a plan 
work (or not work) on paper. It’s another thing to walk 
the fields and see what is really happening on the farm. 
The evaluation will help determine if the current farming 
system and the conservation practices used on the oper-
ation are adequately controlling nutrient and sediment 
losses.

The result
These three aspects of the operation are individually 
scored in a final report, which provides feedback on each 
step of the process.  The report includes information on 
best management practices already used by the opera-
tion (feet of stream buffers, feet of grassed waterways, 
etc.). The report also contains a prioritized list of sug-
gested changes to the farming system that the farmer 
could implement that would reduce the risk of nutrient 
and/or sediment loss.

The program is designed by farmers, for farmers, to im-
prove their farming systems while determining the most 
economical solutions for their operations. Until we can 
control the weather, we can never eliminate the risks 
inherent to farming. But, where possible, we should 
modify our farming systems to be as protective of the 
environment as possible, while educating the non-farm 
public about our farming approach.

To sign up for the certification program, please contact 
Joe Connors at 608-444-4702.

Continued on page 3.

Lonny Hahn’s field covered with 200 acres of cover crop for 
the fall & Ag Innovation Days. Kevin Shelley, UW Nutrient & Pest Management, talked 

about the soil science behind planting cover crops.

Bob Uphoff’s farm - a great view of farmland & one of our 
lakes interconnected.

Uphoff Ham & Bacon Farm hogs, which are eventually
 sold worldwide.

Tillage radish cover crop combinations, shown above and 
at the 2014 Ag Innovation Days, are known to increase 

cash crop yields and soil health.

Bob Uphoff



This farmer-led certification 
program allows farmers and 
agri-business to be proac-
tive and to take the lead in 
reducing nonpoint pollu-
tion, while also finding the 
solutions that are best suit-
ed for farmers’ individual 
operations. The certification 
program is based on the 
belief that farmers are com-
mitted to feeding the world, 
while protecting  land and 
water for future genera-
tions.  

What the program measures
Our Conservation Resource Managers (CRM), Joe Connors 
and Dennis Frame, score farm operations by: 
• Assessing facilities and non-permeable areas,
• Analyzing the crop and soil fertility program and nutrient 
management plan, and
• Evaluating field conditions through a walk-over consulta-
tion.

All three aspects of the operation are then individually 
scored in a final report. Operations that achieve 80% or 
more of the available points become “Yahara Pride Certi-
fied” and get special certification benefits.

How the program works
Our certification process is designed to be flexible; depend-
ing on the season, schedules, and how an individual oper-
ation works, the following steps can happen in any order:

Assessing the facilities and non-permeable areas
The CRM will start by evaluating your facilities and non-per-
meable areas using a survey designed to determine envi-
ronmental risks from six areas of the operation:
• the farmstead
• pesticide, fertilizer storage & handling
• petroleum storage and handling
• farm and household waste removal 
• manure storage
• silage leachate
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Upcoming Events

UW Discovery Farms Winter Conference
“Managing Nitrogen: More for the Plant, Less Leav-
ing the Field”
When: Dec. 9th, 2014
Where: Glacier Canyon Conference Center, Wilder-
ness Territory Wisconsin Dells, WI
Time: 9:00am-3:30pm
Cost: $50 registration fee with lunch and materials 
included
For more information, visit: 
http://www.uwdiscoveryfarms.org/Educa-
tion/2014WinterConference.aspx

Yahara Pride Farms Annual Conference
 Coming up in March 2014 - watch for more
 information!
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Farmers across generations are working towards water quality
A series of testimonials on our Certification Program

Bob Uphoff, Uphoff Ham & Bacon Farm; 
Vice-Chair, Yahara Pride Farms

We interviewed Bob 
Uphoff about his experi-
ences becoming a certified 
YPF member, which he 
completed in the summer 
of 2014. Read on to learn 
more about the certifi-
cation process and value 
below. 

Farm Overview: Bob and 
his family own and operate 
Uphoff Ham and Bacon, 
located in the southern part 
of the watershed. Their farm produces primarily hogs and 
grain. Approximately 3,000 hogs are produced per year; far-
row to finish. They work with a meat distributor in Iowa to 
sell their finished products to customers in Wisconsin and all 
around the world. 

YPF: Why did you decide to become a Yahara Pride Farms 
certified farmer? 

BU: Agriculture is not always talked about in a positive way, 
especially when it comes to use of conservation practices. 
Becoming a Yahara Pride Farms certified farmer was a great 
opportunity for our farm to showcase agriculture in a positive 
light. We also want to be stewards to the land. The certifica-
tion program has real merits and we thought a second pair 
of eyes on the farm would be very helpful in identifying our 
conservation strengths and weaknesses. 

YPF: How long did your certification farm walkover take? 

BU: The resource managers were on the farm for one day and 
then the follow up took about a half day. 

YPF: Were you satisfied with the information shared with 
you so far and have you found the information useful?

BU: Very much so. It was very helpful to have another person 
on the farm to review things. We were able to discuss what 
we thought were problems, find new problems, and start 
coming up with solutions. After the on-farm visit, the report 
the  resource managers gave highlighted areas that could be 
improved.  Overall, the experience was very rewarding.

YPF: What is the most beneficial part of the certification               
program from your point of view?

BU: The most beneficial part of the program is, again, hav-
ing the second pair of eyes coming from off the operation to 
give you their opinion. 

YPF: Would you recommend becoming certified to another 
farmer? Why?

BU: Yes, having someone come in a non-regulatory ap-
proach to come look at the whole operation was very use-
ful. The report that is given to you after the farm walkover 
was also helpful. 

YPF: Any other comments you might have?

BU: A few years ago we didn’t even know what the wa-
tershed conservation group was-- now we have had some 
great dialogue, and the whole process has been rewarding. 
Having the program be farmer-led has earned the trust of 
other farmers in the watershed.

The purpose 
Yahara Pride Certification is a proactive program designed 
to help farmers identify the strengths and weaknesses of 
their farming system, facilities, and landscapes. This volun-
tary, non-governmental program helps farmers both docu-
ment how their operation protects soil and water quality, 
and identify high-risk situations and practices that need to 
be modified. Yahara Pride Farms is committed to working 
with farmers, ag suppliers, and agency personnel to reduce 
risks and protect farm heritage.
 
Why it is important
While farmers and landowners throughout Wisconsin are 
under increasing pressure to reduce non-point sources of  
nutrients and sediments to waters of the state, farmers 
living in the Yahara Watershed are under an even higher 
level of scrutiny. This is because the Yahara Watershed sur-
rounds the urban development of Madison, which flows 
into a series of five lakes, each showing signs of excessive 
phosphorus and sediment loading.  Modeling efforts have 
been conducted by a variety of private and public agen-
cies over the year; a 2011 study concluded that agricultural 
sources accounted for 90% of the sediment and 84% of the 
phosphorus entering the lakes.

Why farmers should be involved and concerned
• Agencies and the non-farm public are working on reduc-
ing phosphorus pollution into these lakes and much of their 
attention is focused on farms and farming practices.
• Farmers have the best understanding of best practices to 
sustain farming systems and need to be the lead in identi-
fying solutions that protect water quality and that are sus-
tainable for their farms and the future of agriculture.
• We all want and expect clean water (both groundwater 
and surface waters). To accomplish this goal, both urban 
and rural entities need to work together to ensure the sus-
tainability of agriculture in the region.

Currently,  certified members are offered the 
following incentives from Badgerland Financial:

• Discounted servicing or appraisal fees
• Discounted tax or farm accounting services
• Discounted registration fees to attend industry         

meetings & conferences

YPF is working hard to offer more incentives and 
rewards for becoming a certified or
 general YPF member such as:

• Expedited permitting
• Value-added commodity prices
• Discounted agricultural supplies
• Sustainable agricultural producer label

For a detailed description of all certification components, 
please review our certification  page on our website.

Analyzing the crop and soil fertility program and 
nutrient management plan
You and a CRM will have a conversation about how your 
operation determines and implements your nutrient ap-
plication plan. It is not an evaluation of compliance with 
rules and regulations, but more an evaluation of how 
you establish and implement the application of nutrients 
to the crops. The survey will determine how your farm 
establishes the nutrient needs, application rates, and ap-
plication methods for each crop as well as information 
on record keeping, mapping, and soil conservation. 

The CRM will also evaluate your SNAP nutrient manage-
ment plan. SNAP (Soil Nutrient Application Planner) is 
a free program and model developed by the University 
of Wisconsin to estimate environmental impacts based 
on the farming system and nutrient applications (rates, 
timing, and methods). This will evaluate your farm’s con-
servation plan, soil testing, and nutrient application plan, 
and provide both a current and historical overview of 
the farm and the farming practices utilized. If you do not 
yet use SNAP, or have a SNAP plan, the CRM will also be 
able to assist you with this.
 
Evaluating the field conditions
The walk-through evaluation confirms the data gathered 
through the assessment and further identifies areas of 
concern or exceptional practices. This step is probably 
the most important because it provides feedback on 
both the current farming system and on how well the 
model is predicting losses. It’s one thing to have a plan 
work (or not work) on paper. It’s another thing to walk 
the fields and see what is really happening on the farm. 
The evaluation will help determine if the current farming 
system and the conservation practices used on the oper-
ation are adequately controlling nutrient and sediment 
losses.

The result
These three aspects of the operation are individually 
scored in a final report, which provides feedback on each 
step of the process.  The report includes information on 
best management practices already used by the opera-
tion (feet of stream buffers, feet of grassed waterways, 
etc.). The report also contains a prioritized list of sug-
gested changes to the farming system that the farmer 
could implement that would reduce the risk of nutrient 
and/or sediment loss.

The program is designed by farmers, for farmers, to im-
prove their farming systems while determining the most 
economical solutions for their operations. Until we can 
control the weather, we can never eliminate the risks 
inherent to farming. But, where possible, we should 
modify our farming systems to be as protective of the 
environment as possible, while educating the non-farm 
public about our farming approach.

To sign up for the certification program, please contact 
Joe Connors at 608-444-4702.

Continued on page 3.

Lonny Hahn’s field covered with 200 acres of cover crop for 
the fall & Ag Innovation Days. Kevin Shelley, UW Nutrient & Pest Management, talked 

about the soil science behind planting cover crops.

Bob Uphoff’s farm - a great view of farmland & one of our 
lakes interconnected.

Uphoff Ham & Bacon Farm hogs, which are eventually
 sold worldwide.

Tillage radish cover crop combinations, shown above and 
at the 2014 Ag Innovation Days, are known to increase 

cash crop yields and soil health.

Bob Uphoff
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On Tuesday, August 26th, Yahara Pride Farms and Blue Star 
Dairy Farms hosted the second annual Yahara Pride Farm 
Tour. We had a great turnout, with many sponsors and com-
munity officials in attendance.   
 
Growing up in California, and then moving to Minnesota at 
the start of high school, I had always lived close to farms, 
but I had never actually been on one. Needless to say, I was 
excited to see how such a vital part of our economy oper-
ates. The tour began in the calf barn, where we learned 
about the early life of the cows at Blue Star Dairy. I couldn’t 
believe how big the calves already were, even though some 
of them were only hours old. We then learned about Blue 
Star Dairy’s partnership with the Middleton manure digest-
er and about their manure management plan. With nearly 
500 cows, Blue Star Dairy generates almost 40,000 pounds 
of manure per day! I couldn’t believe that one farm could 
generate so much manure. This manure is hauled to the 
digester where it is heated to the same temperature as a 
cow’s stomach. 

This process separates the solid manure from the liquid ma-
nure, and the liquid manure is transported back to Blue Star 
Dairy. This liquid manure is stored in two manure lagoons, 
and is then applied when the fields actually need it. This 
process of manure application greatly reduces the amount 
of nutrient runoff compared to conventional manure appli-
cation (and it also greatly reduces the odor, too!).  
 
After viewing the manure lagoons, the tour moved into 
free -stall cow barns where attendees learned about the 
daily lives of the adult cows at Blue Star Dairy. The cows 
were much bigger than I thought they’d be up close, but 
I was surprised to learn they were a little skittish despite 
being so big. After walking through the barn, we learned 
about other steps Blue Star Dairy has taken to reduce nu-
trient runoff. Catch basins, an essential part of agricultural 
water systems, were built near the manure lagoons to cap-
ture solids. 

2014 YPF Farm Tour Recap
Perspective from a Yahara Pride Farms Intern, Ben Stacer

The amount of sediment is greatly reduced after water 
passes through the catch basin, allowing farmers to reuse 
this water for irrigation. Catch basins also help prevent sed-
iment from entering waterways. We also learned about a 
retention ditch that is used to prevent runoff from enter-
ing fields. Finally, we got to see where the magic happens: 
the milking parlor. We learned about the delicate timing 
balance that is necessary to achieve the best results when 
milking a group of cows, a process that is much more com-
plicated than I could’ve imagined. 
 
This year’s Yahara Pride Farms tour was very educational. 
Every aspect of the tour, from the daily lives of the animals, 
to the conservation practices, to the milking process was 
extremely interesting. It was great to see that the conser-
vation practices implemented at Blue Star Dairy are helping 
reduce their costs by creating a more effective manure im-
plementation system, and by allowing them to reuse water 
from a natural source. Be on the lookout for information 
about the 3rd Annual Yahara Pride Farms tour scheduled 
for the summer of 2015. 

Sponsor Profile:
Diamond t Ag, LLC.

Contact Paul Deckard, Owner of Diamond t Ag, LLC.
with any questions at 608-279-3521.

Who we are
We’re repairing the soil with biological farming methods. By 
using our tested systems of carbon-based agriculture, mi-
crobial life thrives in our soil’s atmospheric nutrition. There-
fore, we grow healthier crops and achieve better yields.

We developed biological farming methods to lower the 
use of nitrogen. For Carbon to be effective, it has to be put 
into the ground. When placed on top of the soil it becomes 
ineffective because it reverts back to nitrogen. We devel-
oped Carbon Cal and DTA CAL compost that helps in the 
exchange of water, bacteria and enzymes that live in this 
atmosphere. The biological action in our compost creates 
a powerful soil atmosphere where nitrogen, calcium and 
many other minerals become available to the plants. Dia-
mond t Ag has been around for 4.5 years now and contin-
ues to be successful because of our performance and cost.

Why did Diamond t Ag decide to Partner with YPF?
Diamond t Ag is proud to support the efforts of Yahara 
Pride Farms (YPF) because we both share a common inter-
est: cleaning the water and in a positive manner. YPF has 
a great approach: positive work, positive energy and no 
finger pointing. We also want to protect the Yahara River 
Watershed, while making it as economically feasible for the 
farmers as possible.

How do your services assist with the implementation of 
conservation practices?

Our services help farmers to buy less fertilizer, be less de-
pendent on nitrogen and use more carbon. By using these 
practices, less nitrite will go into water, improving soil and 
water quality.

What discounts does Diamond t Ag provide Yahara Pride 
Farms certified members?

In the future we are looking to offer certified YPF members 
a dealer rate on composting costs. This will be confirmed in 
early 2015.

Blue Star Dairy farmstead in Middleton, WI.

Farm tour attendees learn about Blue Star Dairy’s 
manure management methods.

A couple curious Blue Star Dairy calves.
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On Tuesday, August 26th, Yahara Pride Farms and Blue Star 
Dairy Farms hosted the second annual Yahara Pride Farm 
Tour. We had a great turnout, with many sponsors and com-
munity officials in attendance.   
 
Growing up in California, and then moving to Minnesota at 
the start of high school, I had always lived close to farms, 
but I had never actually been on one. Needless to say, I was 
excited to see how such a vital part of our economy oper-
ates. The tour began in the calf barn, where we learned 
about the early life of the cows at Blue Star Dairy. I couldn’t 
believe how big the calves already were, even though some 
of them were only hours old. We then learned about Blue 
Star Dairy’s partnership with the Middleton manure digest-
er and about their manure management plan. With nearly 
500 cows, Blue Star Dairy generates almost 40,000 pounds 
of manure per day! I couldn’t believe that one farm could 
generate so much manure. This manure is hauled to the 
digester where it is heated to the same temperature as a 
cow’s stomach. 

This process separates the solid manure from the liquid ma-
nure, and the liquid manure is transported back to Blue Star 
Dairy. This liquid manure is stored in two manure lagoons, 
and is then applied when the fields actually need it. This 
process of manure application greatly reduces the amount 
of nutrient runoff compared to conventional manure appli-
cation (and it also greatly reduces the odor, too!).  
 
After viewing the manure lagoons, the tour moved into 
free -stall cow barns where attendees learned about the 
daily lives of the adult cows at Blue Star Dairy. The cows 
were much bigger than I thought they’d be up close, but 
I was surprised to learn they were a little skittish despite 
being so big. After walking through the barn, we learned 
about other steps Blue Star Dairy has taken to reduce nu-
trient runoff. Catch basins, an essential part of agricultural 
water systems, were built near the manure lagoons to cap-
ture solids. 

2014 YPF Farm Tour Recap
Perspective from a Yahara Pride Farms Intern, Ben Stacer
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passes through the catch basin, allowing farmers to reuse 
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the milking parlor. We learned about the delicate timing 
balance that is necessary to achieve the best results when 
milking a group of cows, a process that is much more com-
plicated than I could’ve imagined. 
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Every aspect of the tour, from the daily lives of the animals, 
to the conservation practices, to the milking process was 
extremely interesting. It was great to see that the conser-
vation practices implemented at Blue Star Dairy are helping 
reduce their costs by creating a more effective manure im-
plementation system, and by allowing them to reuse water 
from a natural source. Be on the lookout for information 
about the 3rd Annual Yahara Pride Farms tour scheduled 
for the summer of 2015. 
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Diamond t Ag, LLC.
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Who we are
We’re repairing the soil with biological farming methods. By 
using our tested systems of carbon-based agriculture, mi-
crobial life thrives in our soil’s atmospheric nutrition. There-
fore, we grow healthier crops and achieve better yields.

We developed biological farming methods to lower the 
use of nitrogen. For Carbon to be effective, it has to be put 
into the ground. When placed on top of the soil it becomes 
ineffective because it reverts back to nitrogen. We devel-
oped Carbon Cal and DTA CAL compost that helps in the 
exchange of water, bacteria and enzymes that live in this 
atmosphere. The biological action in our compost creates 
a powerful soil atmosphere where nitrogen, calcium and 
many other minerals become available to the plants. Dia-
mond t Ag has been around for 4.5 years now and contin-
ues to be successful because of our performance and cost.

Why did Diamond t Ag decide to Partner with YPF?
Diamond t Ag is proud to support the efforts of Yahara 
Pride Farms (YPF) because we both share a common inter-
est: cleaning the water and in a positive manner. YPF has 
a great approach: positive work, positive energy and no 
finger pointing. We also want to protect the Yahara River 
Watershed, while making it as economically feasible for the 
farmers as possible.

How do your services assist with the implementation of 
conservation practices?

Our services help farmers to buy less fertilizer, be less de-
pendent on nitrogen and use more carbon. By using these 
practices, less nitrite will go into water, improving soil and 
water quality.

What discounts does Diamond t Ag provide Yahara Pride 
Farms certified members?

In the future we are looking to offer certified YPF members 
a dealer rate on composting costs. This will be confirmed in 
early 2015.
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manure management methods.
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This farmer-led certification 
program allows farmers and 
agri-business to be proac-
tive and to take the lead in 
reducing nonpoint pollu-
tion, while also finding the 
solutions that are best suit-
ed for farmers’ individual 
operations. The certification 
program is based on the 
belief that farmers are com-
mitted to feeding the world, 
while protecting  land and 
water for future genera-
tions.  

What the program measures
Our Conservation Resource Managers (CRM), Joe Connors 
and Dennis Frame, score farm operations by: 
• Assessing facilities and non-permeable areas,
• Analyzing the crop and soil fertility program and nutrient 
management plan, and
• Evaluating field conditions through a walk-over consulta-
tion.

All three aspects of the operation are then individually 
scored in a final report. Operations that achieve 80% or 
more of the available points become “Yahara Pride Certi-
fied” and get special certification benefits.

How the program works
Our certification process is designed to be flexible; depend-
ing on the season, schedules, and how an individual oper-
ation works, the following steps can happen in any order:

Assessing the facilities and non-permeable areas
The CRM will start by evaluating your facilities and non-per-
meable areas using a survey designed to determine envi-
ronmental risks from six areas of the operation:
• the farmstead
• pesticide, fertilizer storage & handling
• petroleum storage and handling
• farm and household waste removal 
• manure storage
• silage leachate
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Yahara Pride Farms

Note our new mailing address:
150 East Gilman Street 

Suite 2600
Madison, WI 53703

Email contact: 
Rachel Fossum

Rural Program Manager
rachel@yaharapridefarms.org

Phone: 608-255-6329

Website: 
www.yaharapridefarms.org

Yahara Pride Farms Board
Jeff Endres, Chair

Bob Uphoff, Vice-Chair
Chuck Ripp, Secretary
Scott Maier, Treasurer

Walter Meinholz
Will Hensen

Rob Klink
Dave Fahey
Mike Gerner
Dave Taylor

Rachel Fossum - staff

Conservation Resource Managers
Dennis Frame
Joe Connors

If  you are interested in 
Yahara Pride Farms 

apparel please visit: ces.land-
send.com/CleanLakes

To get a Yahara Pride Farms 
member sign (shown right at 
Endres Berryridge Farms) 

after completing the 
certification program, 
please contact us at 

608-255-6329.

The Clean Lakes Alliance (CLA) 
proudly contributes administrative, 
financial and marketing support to 

Yahara Pride Farms.
www.cleanlakesalliance.com
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Certification Program Gaining 
Momentum in Watershed, cont.

Thanks to our partners!Certification Program Gaining Momentum in Watershed
ABS Global, Inc.
Alliant Energy 
Badgerland Financial
BMO Harris Bank
Carl F. Statz
CoBank
Crop IMS
Diamond t Ag, LLC.
Dane County Extension
Ink on Paper, Inc.
Kalscheur Implement Co.
McFarlanes’

United Cooperative
Village of Deforest
VTI, LLC.
Wipp Brothers Ag Services
Wisconsin Farmers Union
Wisconsin Soybean
    Marketing Board
Wisconsin DNR
Yahara WINs

The McKnight Foundation
Middleton Community Bank
Middleton Farmers Coop
Mid-State Equipment
Monsanto
MSA Professional Services
National Wildlife Federation
Organic Valley
Partners in Production
Professional Dairy 
  Producers Foundation
Rayovac

Upcoming Events

UW Discovery Farms Winter Conference
“Managing Nitrogen: More for the Plant, Less Leav-
ing the Field”
When: Dec. 9th, 2014
Where: Glacier Canyon Conference Center, Wilder-
ness Territory Wisconsin Dells, WI
Time: 9:00am-3:30pm
Cost: $50 registration fee with lunch and materials 
included
For more information, visit: 
http://www.uwdiscoveryfarms.org/Educa-
tion/2014WinterConference.aspx

Yahara Pride Farms Annual Conference
 Coming up in March 2014 - watch for more
 information!

*Bolded names indicate new 
partners of YPF
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Farmers across generations are working towards water quality
A series of testimonials on our Certification Program

Bob Uphoff, Uphoff Ham & Bacon Farm; 
Vice-Chair, Yahara Pride Farms

We interviewed Bob 
Uphoff about his experi-
ences becoming a certified 
YPF member, which he 
completed in the summer 
of 2014. Read on to learn 
more about the certifi-
cation process and value 
below. 

Farm Overview: Bob and 
his family own and operate 
Uphoff Ham and Bacon, 
located in the southern part 
of the watershed. Their farm produces primarily hogs and 
grain. Approximately 3,000 hogs are produced per year; far-
row to finish. They work with a meat distributor in Iowa to 
sell their finished products to customers in Wisconsin and all 
around the world. 

YPF: Why did you decide to become a Yahara Pride Farms 
certified farmer? 

BU: Agriculture is not always talked about in a positive way, 
especially when it comes to use of conservation practices. 
Becoming a Yahara Pride Farms certified farmer was a great 
opportunity for our farm to showcase agriculture in a positive 
light. We also want to be stewards to the land. The certifica-
tion program has real merits and we thought a second pair 
of eyes on the farm would be very helpful in identifying our 
conservation strengths and weaknesses. 

YPF: How long did your certification farm walkover take? 

BU: The resource managers were on the farm for one day and 
then the follow up took about a half day. 

YPF: Were you satisfied with the information shared with 
you so far and have you found the information useful?

BU: Very much so. It was very helpful to have another person 
on the farm to review things. We were able to discuss what 
we thought were problems, find new problems, and start 
coming up with solutions. After the on-farm visit, the report 
the  resource managers gave highlighted areas that could be 
improved.  Overall, the experience was very rewarding.

YPF: What is the most beneficial part of the certification               
program from your point of view?

BU: The most beneficial part of the program is, again, hav-
ing the second pair of eyes coming from off the operation to 
give you their opinion. 

YPF: Would you recommend becoming certified to another 
farmer? Why?

BU: Yes, having someone come in a non-regulatory ap-
proach to come look at the whole operation was very use-
ful. The report that is given to you after the farm walkover 
was also helpful. 

YPF: Any other comments you might have?

BU: A few years ago we didn’t even know what the wa-
tershed conservation group was-- now we have had some 
great dialogue, and the whole process has been rewarding. 
Having the program be farmer-led has earned the trust of 
other farmers in the watershed.

The purpose 
Yahara Pride Certification is a proactive program designed 
to help farmers identify the strengths and weaknesses of 
their farming system, facilities, and landscapes. This volun-
tary, non-governmental program helps farmers both docu-
ment how their operation protects soil and water quality, 
and identify high-risk situations and practices that need to 
be modified. Yahara Pride Farms is committed to working 
with farmers, ag suppliers, and agency personnel to reduce 
risks and protect farm heritage.
 
Why it is important
While farmers and landowners throughout Wisconsin are 
under increasing pressure to reduce non-point sources of  
nutrients and sediments to waters of the state, farmers 
living in the Yahara Watershed are under an even higher 
level of scrutiny. This is because the Yahara Watershed sur-
rounds the urban development of Madison, which flows 
into a series of five lakes, each showing signs of excessive 
phosphorus and sediment loading.  Modeling efforts have 
been conducted by a variety of private and public agen-
cies over the year; a 2011 study concluded that agricultural 
sources accounted for 90% of the sediment and 84% of the 
phosphorus entering the lakes.

Why farmers should be involved and concerned
• Agencies and the non-farm public are working on reduc-
ing phosphorus pollution into these lakes and much of their 
attention is focused on farms and farming practices.
• Farmers have the best understanding of best practices to 
sustain farming systems and need to be the lead in identi-
fying solutions that protect water quality and that are sus-
tainable for their farms and the future of agriculture.
• We all want and expect clean water (both groundwater 
and surface waters). To accomplish this goal, both urban 
and rural entities need to work together to ensure the sus-
tainability of agriculture in the region.

Currently,  certified members are offered the 
following incentives from Badgerland Financial:

• Discounted servicing or appraisal fees
• Discounted tax or farm accounting services
• Discounted registration fees to attend industry         

meetings & conferences

YPF is working hard to offer more incentives and 
rewards for becoming a certified or
 general YPF member such as:

• Expedited permitting
• Value-added commodity prices
• Discounted agricultural supplies
• Sustainable agricultural producer label

For a detailed description of all certification components, 
please review our certification  page on our website.

Analyzing the crop and soil fertility program and 
nutrient management plan
You and a CRM will have a conversation about how your 
operation determines and implements your nutrient ap-
plication plan. It is not an evaluation of compliance with 
rules and regulations, but more an evaluation of how 
you establish and implement the application of nutrients 
to the crops. The survey will determine how your farm 
establishes the nutrient needs, application rates, and ap-
plication methods for each crop as well as information 
on record keeping, mapping, and soil conservation. 

The CRM will also evaluate your SNAP nutrient manage-
ment plan. SNAP (Soil Nutrient Application Planner) is 
a free program and model developed by the University 
of Wisconsin to estimate environmental impacts based 
on the farming system and nutrient applications (rates, 
timing, and methods). This will evaluate your farm’s con-
servation plan, soil testing, and nutrient application plan, 
and provide both a current and historical overview of 
the farm and the farming practices utilized. If you do not 
yet use SNAP, or have a SNAP plan, the CRM will also be 
able to assist you with this.
 
Evaluating the field conditions
The walk-through evaluation confirms the data gathered 
through the assessment and further identifies areas of 
concern or exceptional practices. This step is probably 
the most important because it provides feedback on 
both the current farming system and on how well the 
model is predicting losses. It’s one thing to have a plan 
work (or not work) on paper. It’s another thing to walk 
the fields and see what is really happening on the farm. 
The evaluation will help determine if the current farming 
system and the conservation practices used on the oper-
ation are adequately controlling nutrient and sediment 
losses.

The result
These three aspects of the operation are individually 
scored in a final report, which provides feedback on each 
step of the process.  The report includes information on 
best management practices already used by the opera-
tion (feet of stream buffers, feet of grassed waterways, 
etc.). The report also contains a prioritized list of sug-
gested changes to the farming system that the farmer 
could implement that would reduce the risk of nutrient 
and/or sediment loss.

The program is designed by farmers, for farmers, to im-
prove their farming systems while determining the most 
economical solutions for their operations. Until we can 
control the weather, we can never eliminate the risks 
inherent to farming. But, where possible, we should 
modify our farming systems to be as protective of the 
environment as possible, while educating the non-farm 
public about our farming approach.

To sign up for the certification program, please contact 
Joe Connors at 608-444-4702.

Continued on page 3.

Lonny Hahn’s field covered with 200 acres of cover crop for 
the fall & Ag Innovation Days. Kevin Shelley, UW Nutrient & Pest Management, talked 

about the soil science behind planting cover crops.

Bob Uphoff’s farm - a great view of farmland & one of our 
lakes interconnected.

Uphoff Ham & Bacon Farm hogs, which are eventually
 sold worldwide.

Tillage radish cover crop combinations, shown above and 
at the 2014 Ag Innovation Days, are known to increase 

cash crop yields and soil health.

Bob Uphoff



This farmer-led certification 
program allows farmers and 
agri-business to be proac-
tive and to take the lead in 
reducing nonpoint pollu-
tion, while also finding the 
solutions that are best suit-
ed for farmers’ individual 
operations. The certification 
program is based on the 
belief that farmers are com-
mitted to feeding the world, 
while protecting  land and 
water for future genera-
tions.  

What the program measures
Our Conservation Resource Managers (CRM), Joe Connors 
and Dennis Frame, score farm operations by: 
• Assessing facilities and non-permeable areas,
• Analyzing the crop and soil fertility program and nutrient 
management plan, and
• Evaluating field conditions through a walk-over consulta-
tion.

All three aspects of the operation are then individually 
scored in a final report. Operations that achieve 80% or 
more of the available points become “Yahara Pride Certi-
fied” and get special certification benefits.

How the program works
Our certification process is designed to be flexible; depend-
ing on the season, schedules, and how an individual oper-
ation works, the following steps can happen in any order:

Assessing the facilities and non-permeable areas
The CRM will start by evaluating your facilities and non-per-
meable areas using a survey designed to determine envi-
ronmental risks from six areas of the operation:
• the farmstead
• pesticide, fertilizer storage & handling
• petroleum storage and handling
• farm and household waste removal 
• manure storage
• silage leachate
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UW Discovery Farms Winter Conference
“Managing Nitrogen: More for the Plant, Less Leav-
ing the Field”
When: Dec. 9th, 2014
Where: Glacier Canyon Conference Center, Wilder-
ness Territory Wisconsin Dells, WI
Time: 9:00am-3:30pm
Cost: $50 registration fee with lunch and materials 
included
For more information, visit: 
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Farmers across generations are working towards water quality
A series of testimonials on our Certification Program

Bob Uphoff, Uphoff Ham & Bacon Farm; 
Vice-Chair, Yahara Pride Farms

We interviewed Bob 
Uphoff about his experi-
ences becoming a certified 
YPF member, which he 
completed in the summer 
of 2014. Read on to learn 
more about the certifi-
cation process and value 
below. 

Farm Overview: Bob and 
his family own and operate 
Uphoff Ham and Bacon, 
located in the southern part 
of the watershed. Their farm produces primarily hogs and 
grain. Approximately 3,000 hogs are produced per year; far-
row to finish. They work with a meat distributor in Iowa to 
sell their finished products to customers in Wisconsin and all 
around the world. 

YPF: Why did you decide to become a Yahara Pride Farms 
certified farmer? 

BU: Agriculture is not always talked about in a positive way, 
especially when it comes to use of conservation practices. 
Becoming a Yahara Pride Farms certified farmer was a great 
opportunity for our farm to showcase agriculture in a positive 
light. We also want to be stewards to the land. The certifica-
tion program has real merits and we thought a second pair 
of eyes on the farm would be very helpful in identifying our 
conservation strengths and weaknesses. 

YPF: How long did your certification farm walkover take? 

BU: The resource managers were on the farm for one day and 
then the follow up took about a half day. 

YPF: Were you satisfied with the information shared with 
you so far and have you found the information useful?

BU: Very much so. It was very helpful to have another person 
on the farm to review things. We were able to discuss what 
we thought were problems, find new problems, and start 
coming up with solutions. After the on-farm visit, the report 
the  resource managers gave highlighted areas that could be 
improved.  Overall, the experience was very rewarding.

YPF: What is the most beneficial part of the certification               
program from your point of view?

BU: The most beneficial part of the program is, again, hav-
ing the second pair of eyes coming from off the operation to 
give you their opinion. 

YPF: Would you recommend becoming certified to another 
farmer? Why?

BU: Yes, having someone come in a non-regulatory ap-
proach to come look at the whole operation was very use-
ful. The report that is given to you after the farm walkover 
was also helpful. 

YPF: Any other comments you might have?

BU: A few years ago we didn’t even know what the wa-
tershed conservation group was-- now we have had some 
great dialogue, and the whole process has been rewarding. 
Having the program be farmer-led has earned the trust of 
other farmers in the watershed.

The purpose 
Yahara Pride Certification is a proactive program designed 
to help farmers identify the strengths and weaknesses of 
their farming system, facilities, and landscapes. This volun-
tary, non-governmental program helps farmers both docu-
ment how their operation protects soil and water quality, 
and identify high-risk situations and practices that need to 
be modified. Yahara Pride Farms is committed to working 
with farmers, ag suppliers, and agency personnel to reduce 
risks and protect farm heritage.
 
Why it is important
While farmers and landowners throughout Wisconsin are 
under increasing pressure to reduce non-point sources of  
nutrients and sediments to waters of the state, farmers 
living in the Yahara Watershed are under an even higher 
level of scrutiny. This is because the Yahara Watershed sur-
rounds the urban development of Madison, which flows 
into a series of five lakes, each showing signs of excessive 
phosphorus and sediment loading.  Modeling efforts have 
been conducted by a variety of private and public agen-
cies over the year; a 2011 study concluded that agricultural 
sources accounted for 90% of the sediment and 84% of the 
phosphorus entering the lakes.

Why farmers should be involved and concerned
• Agencies and the non-farm public are working on reduc-
ing phosphorus pollution into these lakes and much of their 
attention is focused on farms and farming practices.
• Farmers have the best understanding of best practices to 
sustain farming systems and need to be the lead in identi-
fying solutions that protect water quality and that are sus-
tainable for their farms and the future of agriculture.
• We all want and expect clean water (both groundwater 
and surface waters). To accomplish this goal, both urban 
and rural entities need to work together to ensure the sus-
tainability of agriculture in the region.

Currently,  certified members are offered the 
following incentives from Badgerland Financial:

• Discounted servicing or appraisal fees
• Discounted tax or farm accounting services
• Discounted registration fees to attend industry         

meetings & conferences

YPF is working hard to offer more incentives and 
rewards for becoming a certified or
 general YPF member such as:

• Expedited permitting
• Value-added commodity prices
• Discounted agricultural supplies
• Sustainable agricultural producer label

For a detailed description of all certification components, 
please review our certification  page on our website.

Analyzing the crop and soil fertility program and 
nutrient management plan
You and a CRM will have a conversation about how your 
operation determines and implements your nutrient ap-
plication plan. It is not an evaluation of compliance with 
rules and regulations, but more an evaluation of how 
you establish and implement the application of nutrients 
to the crops. The survey will determine how your farm 
establishes the nutrient needs, application rates, and ap-
plication methods for each crop as well as information 
on record keeping, mapping, and soil conservation. 

The CRM will also evaluate your SNAP nutrient manage-
ment plan. SNAP (Soil Nutrient Application Planner) is 
a free program and model developed by the University 
of Wisconsin to estimate environmental impacts based 
on the farming system and nutrient applications (rates, 
timing, and methods). This will evaluate your farm’s con-
servation plan, soil testing, and nutrient application plan, 
and provide both a current and historical overview of 
the farm and the farming practices utilized. If you do not 
yet use SNAP, or have a SNAP plan, the CRM will also be 
able to assist you with this.
 
Evaluating the field conditions
The walk-through evaluation confirms the data gathered 
through the assessment and further identifies areas of 
concern or exceptional practices. This step is probably 
the most important because it provides feedback on 
both the current farming system and on how well the 
model is predicting losses. It’s one thing to have a plan 
work (or not work) on paper. It’s another thing to walk 
the fields and see what is really happening on the farm. 
The evaluation will help determine if the current farming 
system and the conservation practices used on the oper-
ation are adequately controlling nutrient and sediment 
losses.

The result
These three aspects of the operation are individually 
scored in a final report, which provides feedback on each 
step of the process.  The report includes information on 
best management practices already used by the opera-
tion (feet of stream buffers, feet of grassed waterways, 
etc.). The report also contains a prioritized list of sug-
gested changes to the farming system that the farmer 
could implement that would reduce the risk of nutrient 
and/or sediment loss.

The program is designed by farmers, for farmers, to im-
prove their farming systems while determining the most 
economical solutions for their operations. Until we can 
control the weather, we can never eliminate the risks 
inherent to farming. But, where possible, we should 
modify our farming systems to be as protective of the 
environment as possible, while educating the non-farm 
public about our farming approach.

To sign up for the certification program, please contact 
Joe Connors at 608-444-4702.

Continued on page 3.

Lonny Hahn’s field covered with 200 acres of cover crop for 
the fall & Ag Innovation Days. Kevin Shelley, UW Nutrient & Pest Management, talked 

about the soil science behind planting cover crops.

Bob Uphoff’s farm - a great view of farmland & one of our 
lakes interconnected.

Uphoff Ham & Bacon Farm hogs, which are eventually
 sold worldwide.

Tillage radish cover crop combinations, shown above and 
at the 2014 Ag Innovation Days, are known to increase 

cash crop yields and soil health.

Bob Uphoff



On October 21st and 23rd, Yahara Pride 
Farms’ second annual Ag Innovation Days 
brought in 100 producers, implement deal-
ers, agency workers, agronomists, and 
other partners. As you may know, Yaha-
ra Pride Farms strives to improve soil and 
water quality by supporting improved 
cropping, tillage, and in-field practices on 
agricultural lands. Ag Innovation Days sup-
ports our mission by bringing in agribusi-
nesses and other experts from all over the 
Midwest and beyond to share knowledge 
and demonstrate new technologies.

Attendees were able to inspect field tech-
nology first-hand, talk with implement rep-
resentatives, and see conservation tillage 
equipment run on a field following corn 
grain harvest. Attendees learned more 
about the environmental and economic 
benefits of new technologies, and identi-
fied practices that will improve their oper-
ation, meet their specific field needs, and 
ultimately benefit farmer’s bottom line.

Manure spill response demo
New this year, attendees were able to 
observe an emergency manure spill re-
sponse demonstration in action. Kevin Erb 
of Brown County UW-Extension showed 
how to control, contain, comply, and 
clean-up a manure spill to minimize envi-
ronmental risk. After stopping the source 
of the “spill”, the Brown County team 
demonstrated how to block culverts with 
a board and protect drainage tiles with a 
bottomless bucket. The team, including 
the all-volunteer Dane Fire Department, 
then demonstrated how to clean up the 
spill with water and a vacuum tank, while 
avoiding damaging sod and exposing soil.

Cover Crops
Both locations also featured cross-section-

al soil digs on fields planted with fall 
cover crops. On day one in Waunakee, 
the dig focused on root growth of cov-
er crops planted after a wheat harvest 
in late August; in DeForest, the dig fea-
tured different seed mix options to cov-
er a post-harvest corn field in late Sep-
tember or early October. For the second 
dig, the barley/winter wheat mix stood 
out as a “best of both worlds” combi-
nation: barley gives quick fall coverage 
even late in the season, and winter 
wheat puts more of its energy into root 
growth for soil retention that fall and in 
the following spring. Look for more in-
depth cover crop test plot results in the 
next issue of the Forward Farmer.

Thank you
Many thanks to our sponsors ABS Glob-
al, Badgerland Financial, and MSA Pro-
fessional Services, Inc. and our grant 
supporters: Organic Valley, Professional 
Dairy Producers Foundation, The McK-
night Foundation, and the Village of De-
Forest. We also appreciate the time and 
expertise contributed by our exhibitors, 
including Carl F. Statz and Sons Inc., 
Crop IMS, Dane County Land Conserva-
tion Division, Dane County University of 
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Wisconsin-Extension, Diamond t Ag 
LLC, GYPSOIL, Kalscheur Implement 
Co. Inc., McFarlanes, Partners in Pro-
duction, VTI (Vertical Till Injector) 
LLC, Sloan Implement, Wipp Brothers 
Ag Services, and Ziegler Ag Equip-
ment.

A special thanks goes to Riley Kahl 
of Imkahlng Auctions, Lonny Hahn 
of Hahn Hogs Farm, Walter Meinholz 
of Blue Star Dairy, the FFA students 
of Waunakee High School, to Chuck 
Ripp and Jeff Endres for helping facil-
itate the event, and to YPF members 
and board members for their sup-
port. Thank you again to everyone 
who took time out of their busy fall 
schedules to attend. If you weren’t 
able to make it out, we hope to see 
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2014 Ag Innovation Days

Attendees view conservation tillage and VTI injector first-hand.

Photo taken at sunrise by Rachel Fossum, Rural Program Manager of YPF,
as she prepared for the first day of Ag Innovation Days.


