
There has been a lot of discussion happen-
ing on cover crops statewide and regionally. 
We know cover crops are used to manage 
soil erosion between normal crop rotations, 
but do cover crops pay? What seed types 
are most effective? Do cover crops increase 
yields? Management methods, planting 
dates, seed types, timing and weather all play 
a part. In an effort to answer these import-
ant questions and evaluate these variables, 
Yahara Pride Farms (YPF) offers cost-share 
assistance for farmers to try out different 
cover crops and is also working on a cover 
crop demonstration plot in partnership with 
UW-Extension’s crop and soils educator, Hei-
di Johnson and seed company Partners in 
Production.

What we’ve learned so far
According to Heidi, by effectively managing 
a cover crop, farmers will see a reduction in 
soil erosion and long-term improvements in 
soil condition, which can result in increased 
yields, reduction in nitrogen fertilizer need 
and higher yields in years with environmen-
tal stresses. In the short-term, cover crops 
can provide nitrogen credits and take up ni-
trogen that could be lost to leaching, which 
can allow for an increased subsequent crop 
yield and improved soil health. 

Through the cover crop demonstration plot, 
we have found that one of the most import-
ant factors to consider when planting cov-
er crops is timing. The earlier you get your 
cover crops in after corn silage, the better. 
Planting cover crops before manure applica-
tion after silage harvest works very well. Ad-
ditionally, with low soil disturbance manure 
injection systems we can apply manure after 
the cover crop has been established.

In 2015, the demonstration plot will be 
looking at the effects of cutting back 
on cover crop seed rates (full, ¾ and 
½ rates) and eliminating the variable 
planting dates that we evaluated in 
2014. The seed types that will be eval-
uated this year will be rye, wheat, oats, 
barley and the combination of barley 
and winter wheat.

---
To share information learned from 
planting cover crops with our farmer 
network we interviewed Jeff Endres 
of Endres Berryridge Farms and Greg 
Ziegler of Ziegler Dairy to tell us more 
about the payoff they’ve seen by trying 
cover crops through the YPF cost-share 
program since 2012.

Jeff Endres, Endres Berryridge Farms
The cover crop combination that has 
been most effective for Endres Ber-
ryridge Farms is winter wheat followed 
by a mixture of peas and barley after the 
winter wheat is harvested in late sum-
mer. The winter wheat acts as a cover 
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crop throughout the winter months, 
while the peas and barley act as a 
cover crop for late summer and early 
fall. The cover crops prepare the field 
for the next spring’s crop and allow 
Berryridge Farms to grow three dif-
ferent crops in one year with only till-
ing the ground once. This also gives 
the option to incorporate manure af-
ter winter wheat harvest. 

Using cover crops as forage
Planting cover crops mid- to late-Au-
gust allows enough growing season 

Continued on page 3
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For cover crops, timing is key. From top left, clockwise: planting dates of 9/10/15, 9/23/15, 
9/30/15, 10/10/15 at YPF cover crop demonstration plot. Photos taken 11/10/15 by Heidi Johnson. 
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Thanks to our 2015 partners!
ABS Global, Inc.
Alliant Energy 
Badgerland Financial*
Carl F. Statz and Sons
Crop IMS
Dane County Extension
Dairy Business Association
Dairy Business Milk 
    Marketing Cooperative
Digested Organics, LLC
Kalscheur Implement Co.*
Kaz’s Flying Service*

McFarlanes’*
The McKnight Foundation
Middleton Community Bank
Middleton Farmers Cooperative
MSA Professional Services*
Partners in Production*
Patagonia  
Professional Dairy  
    Producers Foundation 
Profession Dairy Producers
    of Wisconsin
Wagner Insurance

Willy Street Co-op
Win-Field*
Wipp Brothers Ag Services 
Wisconsin Soybean
    Marketing Board
Yahara WINs*

Contact us to renew or add your 
partnership to the list for 2015

New partners in bold 
 
* indicates partners that also provide 

Upcoming Events - summer 2015
YPF Farm Tour
June, date and host to be determined
FREE, with lunch provided
To register, contact the Yahara Pride Farms office.
www.yaharapridefarms.org

Cows on the Concourse
Kicking off June Dairy Month in Dane County 
Saturday, June 6th, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Capitol Square, downtown Madison
www.cowsontheconcourse.org

Dane County Breakfast on the Farm
Saturday, June 13th, 7:30 a.m. to noon
At Kickaboo Farms (a Yahara Pride Farm)
7456 Kickaboo Road, Waunakee 
$7 adults, $4 kids - Visit the YPF booth!
www.danecountydairy.com

Lodi Agricultural Fair - Celebrating 150 years!
Wednesday, July 8th - Sunday, July 12th
700 Fair Street, Lodi 
lodiagfair.com

Dane County Fair
Wednesday, July 15th - Sunday, July 19th
$8 adults, $3 kids ($20 adults, $6 kids for season)
danecountyfair.com

Wisconsin Farm Technology Days  
at the Statz Brothers Farm
Tuesday, August 25th - Thursday, August 27th 
5375 County Road VV, Marshall (near Sun Prairie) 
$6 admission - Visit the YPF booth!
danecofarmtech.com

Yahara Pride Farms has come a long way since we formed 
in 2011. In January, the Yahara Pride Farms board got togeth-

er to update how we represent who we are and what we do. 
We hope that when you read about what we strive to do, 
you’ll see that our goals are similar to yours.

Who we are
Yahara Pride Farms is a farmer-led, not-for-profit organization 
working to improve soil and water quality. We strive to help 
advance new ideas and technology that achieve both water 
quality improvement and farm sustainability with overall farm 
profitability.

What we strive to do
1. Create a mechanism to show farmer environmental sus-

tainability and reward farmers for good stewardship along 
with a way to track collective progress to show watershed 
advancement.

2. Help inform farmers of new water quality rules, laws, and 
issues through our farmer network of information shar-
ing.

3. Help advance new ideas and technology that yield better 
water quality along with farm profitability.

4. Through our projects and educational programs, earn the 
trust and respect of farmers, private citizens, and govern-
ment by showing that agriculture is committed to doing 
its fair share in making improvements in the watershed.

5. Create the Yahara Pride brand name that both farmers 
and citizens can relate to.

We also looked at what it means to be a “member.” We don’t 
have a traditional membership, but we would like to recognize 
the farmers that participate in our cost-share program and 
our certification program, and those that attend our events. 
We came up with the following terms:

A “Yahara Pride Farmer”:
An active participant that utilizes our cost-share program and/
or certification program and also attends our networking 
events.

A “Yahara Pride Certified Farmer”:
An active participant that has gone through our farm certifica-
tion program and has received a passing score of at least 80%.

Yahara Pride Farmers and Yahara Pride Certified Farmers are 
eligible for discounted products and services at selected local 
agribusinesses. See the inset benefits sheet for details.

YPF Article in Corn+Soybean Digest

Watch for an article about YPF in the Corn + 
Soybean Digest this month. It will highlight 

how Yahara farmers have created an 
educational program to cut phosphorus loss.
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2015 Watershed-Wide Conference recap
that the cover crop can be harvested in late October for 
forage. The peas and barley mix that Endres Berryridge 
Farms plants after winter wheat yields between one and 
a half to two tons of dry matter forage per acre. Jeff 
said, “The stubble and plant mass left behind after the 
cover crop harvest acts as a good cover for holding the 
soil and nutrients in place for the winter months, which 
opens the opportunity to no-till corn, soybeans or alfalfa 
the following spring.” Jeff also stated, “We like the barley 
best because it is fast growing, and has good feed quality. 
The pea and barley forage is fed to replacement heifers 
and helps lower feed costs by allowing us to use less high 
quality haylage.” The Endres brothers have gotten posi-
tive yield results from corn, soybean and alfalfa following 
the cover crops, with corn being the most successful.

Sparked by the cost-share assistance provided through 
Yahara Pride Farms, the Endres brothers have been us-
ing the peas and barley combination of cover crops for 
three years now. Jeff said the cost-share program al-
lowed them to experiment and try new things with cover 
cropping, which helped them find a good combination 
for feed and yield results. He also stated that cover crops 
give us an opportunity to tie up nutrients in soil through 
living plants, which is then released and available to be 
used by crops in the spring. Endres Berryridge Farms has 
increased acres of cover crops over the years to try dif-
ferent cover crop strategies following corn silage and 
Jeff thinks that the program is a great opportunity to see 
what technique works best for your operation.

Greg Ziegler, Ziegler Dairy

Greg said it has been a 
“very positive experi-
ence working with Yahara 
Pride Farms through the 
cost-share program” and 
that the program “gave 
him the opportunity to 
make a change.” Ziegler 

Dairy started using cover crops through the Yahara Pride 
Farms cost-share offering in 2012. They planted forty 
acres of winter rye and now have continued to increase 
their acres each year, planting a total of 350 acres last fall.

As far as soil health, Greg noticed when he drove in with 
the planter the next year the ground seemed “so much 
softer.” On the knolls and hills he saw no visible washing. 

Prior to planting cover crops, Greg used to only maintain 
three to four weeks of manure storage and had to haul 
more frequently. Now he has increased storage and he 
thinks that the reduction in hauling, in combination with 
the cover crops, has resulted in a significant decrease in 
field compaction and faster soil warm up in the spring, 
leading to improved crop yields.

Regarding termination of the cover crop, Greg recom-
mends four to five inches of growth on the winter rye 
before you kill it off. “Using cover crops also resulted in a 
cleaner weed kill,” Greg said. Greg also said, “Sometimes 
it is hard to make a change in the way you farm but, this 
has been a very good [change] for us.” 

We are excited that farmers are seeing positive results 
and we thank all of the farms that participated in our cost-
share program for the last three years. Thanks to the ded-
icated Yahara Pride Farmers, we are able to report acres 
far beyond what we cost-share each year.

2014 cost-share results (in acres):

Cover 
Crops

Strip 
Tillage

Manure 
Injection*

All 
practices

Covered 
by YPF

1,355 52.5 131 1538.5

Total 6,277 216 845 7,288

We want to thank Yahara WINs, who provides the ma-
jority of funding for our cost-shared practices. We also 
want to specially thank Kalscheur Implement Co. Inc. and 
McFarlanes’, who match our cost-share with discounted 
rentals to Yahara Pride Farmers.

Our 3rd Annual Watershed-wide Conference, “Nutrient 
Management & Precision Ag”, was a huge success with a 
full room of over 100 attendees. Read below for highlights 
from each speaker’s presentation.

USGS Data Findings from 2014
Todd Stuntebeck, physical scientist at the U.S. Geological 
Survey, shared take-home points from 2014 based on wa-
ter quality monitoring data. One interesting point is that 
USGS found that more than half of the total phosphorus 
entering the Yahara Watershed in 2014 was delivered in 12 
days during early-spring snowmelt. Todd recommended us-
ing the Runoff Risk Advisory Forecast (www.manureadvi-
sorysystem.wi.gov/app/runoffrisk), which can help farmers 
plan ahead to avoid spreading during times like these when 
risk is high. The tool shows the 10-day risk of runoff occur-
ring based on precipitation, soil moisture, and individual 
basin characteristics.

Yahara Pride Farms Year in Review
YPF’s Conservation Resource Manager, Dennis Frame, 
shared the achievements of our 2014 cost-share and cer-
tification programs. See page 3 for our 2014 program re-
sults. Dennis emphasized how important it is for farmers 
to speak up in the discussion on water quality. We, as the 
ag community and as part of a successful farmer-led orga-
nization, have ideas to share and can be a positive voice for 
agriculture.

What’s Next for the Yahara WINs Pilot Project
Dave Taylor, Director of Ecosystem Services at the Madi-
son Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) and Director 
of Special Projects for Yahara WINs, who also serves on the 
YPF Conservation Board, shared what will be coming next 
for Yahara WINs as the pilot project wraps up. Yahara WINs 
is a collaborative approach to reducing phosphorus runoff 

and a major funding source for cost-share practices, led by 
MMSD. During the 2016 transition year, Yahara WINs will 
continue to fund conservation practices as usual. By 2017, 
it is expected that the full-scale adaptive management proj-
ect will be in place throughout the watershed, with expand-
ed funding.

New County Harvestable Buffer Cost-share Program
Kevin Connors, Director of the Dane County Land and Water 
Resources Department, announced a new harvestable buf-
fer cost-share program that will be available to area farmers 
in 2015. Croplands located in the Yahara and Badfish Creek 
Watershed that are adjacent to perennial or intermittent 
streams are eligible. Buffers can be 30 to 120 feet wide, and 
can qualify for a $400-450 per acre payment each year de-
pending on the contract length. Contact the Dane County 
Land Conservation Division for more information at (608) 
224-3730.

YPF Cover Crop Test Plot Research Results
Heidi Johnson, Crop and Soils Agent at UW-Madison, pro-
vided a report on the economic findings of the 2013-2014 
YPF Cover Crop Test Plot. When analyzing the data, Heidi 
focused on identifying cover crops that paid for themselves 
both in the short and long run. For more in-depth informa-
tion on the results of the Cover Crop Test Plot research, 
please see this month’s Forward Farmer cover article.

WinField’s R7 Satellite Imagery Tool
Wrapping up the conference was Wendall Boehlje, Agricul-
ture Technology Specialist at WinField, a division of Land O’ 
Lakes. Wendall presented information on a satellite imag-
ery tool called the R7 that helps farmers detect field data. 
Through this technology, farmers are able increase their ef-
ficiency by using zone maps generated by field data to place 
crop hybrids where they will perform best.

Thank you for helping make the 3rd Annual Watershed-wide 
Conference a valuable learning opportunity. We especially 
want to thank our speakers, the farmers who attended, 
and our generous sponsors: Badgerland Financial, Dairy 
Business Association, Dairy Business Milk Marketing Coop-
erative, Wisconsin Soybean Marketing Board, Digested Or-
ganics, Carl F. Statz & Sons, Wagner Insurance, Willy Street 
Co-op, and Yahara WINs.

2015 Interest Survey
We want to tailor our programs to YOUR 
needs. What additional practices do you 
want to see added to our cost-share pro-
gram?  How can Yahara Pride Farms better 
serve your farm?

Take the survey at yaharapridefarms.org
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Farmers are always thinking about the future. To maintain a 
thriving business, farmers must be able to adjust to chang-
es in the market, in the weather, in technology and in their 
communities. They are also working to improve or sustain 
their land for the next generation.

But what about three generations from now? How might 
today’s farmers contribute to the well-being of their com-
munities in the long-term—the really long-term? Are farm-
ers ready for any unexpected turns or alternate routes that 
may lie in the road ahead? 

There is much to consider about the future, and considering 
the “really long-term” may improve risk management and 
decision making, especially when it comes to preserving 
things farmers care about, like their land. A project called 
Yahara 2070 aims to help local decision makers, including 
farmers, think about the long-term and build their capacity 
to work towards a desirable future. 

Developed by a team from the University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison, Yahara 2070 is a set of scenarios about the Yahara 
Watershed, set in the year 2070. They are four fictional but 
scientifically plausible stories—plus modeling data—that 
depict what life in the watershed could be like if varying so-
cial, economic and environmental changes were to occur 
over the next three generations. 

I know what you might be thinking: 2070? Where is the time 
to think that far ahead?

You’re right. We don’t normally have that kind of time. Plus, 
things change quickly these days, especially in agriculture. 
How can we possibly know what is possible? 

Yahara 2070 is an effort to overcome these barriers to long-
term thinking by giving us some tangible examples to think 
about. It provides a chance to step out of our daily routines 
and make time to discuss whether we are prepared for cer-
tain changes and what our options for the future could be. 

The scenarios are not predictions, but possibilities based 
on what we understand about the world today. There is 
no “best” or “worst” case scenario, either. Rather, Yahara 
2070 is meant to serve as a springboard for dialogue about 
what kind of future we want and what can we do today to 
get there.

Farmers play an important role in shaping the watershed’s 
future, especially since agriculture is a big factor in the long-
term success of the region’s economy and quality of life. 

Taking a long-term perspective for Yahara farmland

As Yahara Pride farmers already know, agriculture also de-
termines the success of local efforts to improve freshwater 
quality and soil health. But given the slow pace of environ-
mental change, these improvements will take time. A long-
term perspective can help us make decisions and create 
solutions today that are more likely to produce the future 
results we desire. 

Moreover, we, like you, know that today’s problems with 
water quality are bigger than agriculture. Yahara 2070 is 
about looking at the bigger picture. It is about making con-
nections between the causes and outcomes of the complex 
changes and choices we are faced with today and which will 
stay with us for a while. It is about imagining the possibili-
ties, so people can create their own scenario—their desired 
story—for the future of the Yahara Watershed.

I invite you to learn more about Yahara 2070 at yahara2070.
org. You can explore the four scenarios and consider what 
each might mean for your farm or community. You might 
even want to engage others in a conversation about what 
your desired story for 2070 would be.

If you’d like to connect about opportunities to start a 
conversation about the future in your community, please 
contact me, Jenny Seifert, at  jseifert2@wisc.edu or 608-
890-2137.

Jenny Seifert is the science writer/outreach coordinator for 
the UW-Madison’s Water Sustainability and Climate project.

Sponsor Profile:
Carl F Statz & Sons Inc.

Interview with Dean Statz, Vice-President

Tell us about your company.

Carl F. Statz & Sons Inc., an IH Farm Implement Dealer, 
was started by my grandfather and has been in business 
since 1930. It is a family owned and operated business. 
We outgrew our previous Waunakee location and since 
1974 are now just east of Waunakee on 20 acres, right 
off of Highway 19. New Holland is the biggest line of our 
farm equipment; we also carry Case-IH, Kinze, MacDon, 
Brillion, McCormick, Kuhn Knight and Polaris utility ve-
hicles.

What are your services and products?

We have a full service department for all farm equip-
ment and also carry high quality farm parts and equip-
ment from several lines.

Why did Carl F. Statz & Sons Inc. decide to partner with 
Yahara Pride Farms?

Carl F. Statz & Sons Inc. partners with YPF on Ag Inno-
vation Days by bringing equipment and tractors for trial 
demonstrations, contributes financial donations for YPF 
conferences and provides a Polaris utility vehicle for 
the YPF Conservation Resource Managers to perform 
walkovers in the YPF certification program.  We felt that 
is was a good, local program that is important for the 
area. We liked the way it was presented and the model 
they follow and we really want to help the organization 
push their message across the watershed.

How do your services assist with the implementation 
of conservation practices?

We sell the equipment and parts that allow farmers to 
implement the various conservation practices promot-
ed through the YPF program.

What discounts does Carl F. Statz & Sons Inc. provide 
Yahara Pride Farmers? 

We are currently looking at putting a package together 
to be offered in the future. We are happy to be involved 
with YPF and help with the movement in any way we 
can. 

Yahara 2070 is a set of four scenarios about the future of the Yahara 
Watershed. Illustrations by John Miller.

Carl F. Statz and Sons Inc.
6101 Hogan Rd
Waunakee, WI 53597

(608) 849-4101
cfstatz@carlfstatz.com

At Carl F. Statz & Son, Inc. we stand 
ready to provide you with just the 
right equipment to fit your agri-
cultural, outdoor, recreational, or 
maintenance needs. Please contact 
us today to let us know how we can 
help.

www.carlfstatz.com

To start a conversation about the 
future in your community, please 

contact Jenny Seifert at 
jseifert2@wisc.edu or 608-890-2137.

Guest article by Jenny Siefert



Yahara Pride Certified Farmers

A Yahara Pride Farms active participant that has gone through our certification program 
and has received a score of at least an 80%. Yahara Pride Certified Farmers are eligible for 
all of the listed benefits as well as the following:

• $500 off Badgerland Financial Loan Servicing, Processing  
   or Appraisal Fees
• $250 off Badgerland Financial Tax or Farm Accounting 
   Services
• $250 towards registration fees to attend industry 
   meetings & conferences

A Yahara Pride Farmer is an active participant that utilizes our cost-share program and/or 
certification program and also attends our networking events.
To utilize these discounts, please present your Yahara Pride Farmer membership card.

Benefits for all Yahara Pride Farmers

Yahara Pride Farms is proud to partner with the following local agribusinesses to provide
discounted products and services to those who participate in our certification and/or 
cost-share programs.
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2015 Watershed-Wide Conference recap
that the cover crop can be harvested in late October for 
forage. The peas and barley mix that Endres Berryridge 
Farms plants after winter wheat yields between one and 
a half to two tons of dry matter forage per acre. Jeff 
said, “The stubble and plant mass left behind after the 
cover crop harvest acts as a good cover for holding the 
soil and nutrients in place for the winter months, which 
opens the opportunity to no-till corn, soybeans or alfalfa 
the following spring.” Jeff also stated, “We like the barley 
best because it is fast growing, and has good feed quality. 
The pea and barley forage is fed to replacement heifers 
and helps lower feed costs by allowing us to use less high 
quality haylage.” The Endres brothers have gotten posi-
tive yield results from corn, soybean and alfalfa following 
the cover crops, with corn being the most successful.

Sparked by the cost-share assistance provided through 
Yahara Pride Farms, the Endres brothers have been us-
ing the peas and barley combination of cover crops for 
three years now. Jeff said the cost-share program al-
lowed them to experiment and try new things with cover 
cropping, which helped them find a good combination 
for feed and yield results. He also stated that cover crops 
give us an opportunity to tie up nutrients in soil through 
living plants, which is then released and available to be 
used by crops in the spring. Endres Berryridge Farms has 
increased acres of cover crops over the years to try dif-
ferent cover crop strategies following corn silage and 
Jeff thinks that the program is a great opportunity to see 
what technique works best for your operation.

Greg Ziegler, Ziegler Dairy

Greg said it has been a 
“very positive experi-
ence working with Yahara 
Pride Farms through the 
cost-share program” and 
that the program “gave 
him the opportunity to 
make a change.” Ziegler 

Dairy started using cover crops through the Yahara Pride 
Farms cost-share offering in 2012. They planted forty 
acres of winter rye and now have continued to increase 
their acres each year, planting a total of 350 acres last fall.

As far as soil health, Greg noticed when he drove in with 
the planter the next year the ground seemed “so much 
softer.” On the knolls and hills he saw no visible washing. 

Prior to planting cover crops, Greg used to only maintain 
three to four weeks of manure storage and had to haul 
more frequently. Now he has increased storage and he 
thinks that the reduction in hauling, in combination with 
the cover crops, has resulted in a significant decrease in 
field compaction and faster soil warm up in the spring, 
leading to improved crop yields.

Regarding termination of the cover crop, Greg recom-
mends four to five inches of growth on the winter rye 
before you kill it off. “Using cover crops also resulted in a 
cleaner weed kill,” Greg said. Greg also said, “Sometimes 
it is hard to make a change in the way you farm but, this 
has been a very good [change] for us.” 

We are excited that farmers are seeing positive results 
and we thank all of the farms that participated in our cost-
share program for the last three years. Thanks to the ded-
icated Yahara Pride Farmers, we are able to report acres 
far beyond what we cost-share each year.

2014 cost-share results (in acres):

Cover 
Crops

Strip 
Tillage

Manure 
Injection*

All 
practices

Covered 
by YPF

1,355 52.5 131 1538.5

Total 6,277 216 845 7,288

We want to thank Yahara WINs, who provides the ma-
jority of funding for our cost-shared practices. We also 
want to specially thank Kalscheur Implement Co. Inc. and 
McFarlanes’, who match our cost-share with discounted 
rentals to Yahara Pride Farmers.

Our 3rd Annual Watershed-wide Conference, “Nutrient 
Management & Precision Ag”, was a huge success with a 
full room of over 100 attendees. Read below for highlights 
from each speaker’s presentation.

USGS Data Findings from 2014
Todd Stuntebeck, physical scientist at the U.S. Geological 
Survey, shared take-home points from 2014 based on wa-
ter quality monitoring data. One interesting point is that 
USGS found that more than half of the total phosphorus 
entering the Yahara Watershed in 2014 was delivered in 12 
days during early-spring snowmelt. Todd recommended us-
ing the Runoff Risk Advisory Forecast (www.manureadvi-
sorysystem.wi.gov/app/runoffrisk), which can help farmers 
plan ahead to avoid spreading during times like these when 
risk is high. The tool shows the 10-day risk of runoff occur-
ring based on precipitation, soil moisture, and individual 
basin characteristics.

Yahara Pride Farms Year in Review
YPF’s Conservation Resource Manager, Dennis Frame, 
shared the achievements of our 2014 cost-share and cer-
tification programs. See page 3 for our 2014 program re-
sults. Dennis emphasized how important it is for farmers 
to speak up in the discussion on water quality. We, as the 
ag community and as part of a successful farmer-led orga-
nization, have ideas to share and can be a positive voice for 
agriculture.

What’s Next for the Yahara WINs Pilot Project
Dave Taylor, Director of Ecosystem Services at the Madi-
son Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) and Director 
of Special Projects for Yahara WINs, who also serves on the 
YPF Conservation Board, shared what will be coming next 
for Yahara WINs as the pilot project wraps up. Yahara WINs 
is a collaborative approach to reducing phosphorus runoff 

and a major funding source for cost-share practices, led by 
MMSD. During the 2016 transition year, Yahara WINs will 
continue to fund conservation practices as usual. By 2017, 
it is expected that the full-scale adaptive management proj-
ect will be in place throughout the watershed, with expand-
ed funding.

New County Harvestable Buffer Cost-share Program
Kevin Connors, Director of the Dane County Land and Water 
Resources Department, announced a new harvestable buf-
fer cost-share program that will be available to area farmers 
in 2015. Croplands located in the Yahara and Badfish Creek 
Watershed that are adjacent to perennial or intermittent 
streams are eligible. Buffers can be 30 to 120 feet wide, and 
can qualify for a $400-450 per acre payment each year de-
pending on the contract length. Contact the Dane County 
Land Conservation Division for more information at (608) 
224-3730.

YPF Cover Crop Test Plot Research Results
Heidi Johnson, Crop and Soils Agent at UW-Madison, pro-
vided a report on the economic findings of the 2013-2014 
YPF Cover Crop Test Plot. When analyzing the data, Heidi 
focused on identifying cover crops that paid for themselves 
both in the short and long run. For more in-depth informa-
tion on the results of the Cover Crop Test Plot research, 
please see this month’s Forward Farmer cover article.

WinField’s R7 Satellite Imagery Tool
Wrapping up the conference was Wendall Boehlje, Agricul-
ture Technology Specialist at WinField, a division of Land O’ 
Lakes. Wendall presented information on a satellite imag-
ery tool called the R7 that helps farmers detect field data. 
Through this technology, farmers are able increase their ef-
ficiency by using zone maps generated by field data to place 
crop hybrids where they will perform best.

Thank you for helping make the 3rd Annual Watershed-wide 
Conference a valuable learning opportunity. We especially 
want to thank our speakers, the farmers who attended, 
and our generous sponsors: Badgerland Financial, Dairy 
Business Association, Dairy Business Milk Marketing Coop-
erative, Wisconsin Soybean Marketing Board, Digested Or-
ganics, Carl F. Statz & Sons, Wagner Insurance, Willy Street 
Co-op, and Yahara WINs.

2015 Interest Survey
We want to tailor our programs to YOUR 
needs. What additional practices do you 
want to see added to our cost-share pro-
gram?  How can Yahara Pride Farms better 
serve your farm?

Take the survey at yaharapridefarms.org
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Yahara Pride Farms

Mailing Address:
150 East Gilman Street 

Suite 2600
Madison, WI 53703

Contact: 
Rachel Fossum

Rural Program Manager
rachel@yaharapridefarms.org

(608) 255-6329
www.yaharapridefarms.org

Yahara Pride Farms Board
Jeff Endres, Chair

Bob Uphoff, Vice-Chair
Chuck Ripp, Secretary
Scott Maier, Treasurer

Walter Meinholz
Will Hensen

Rob Klink
Dave Fahey
Mike Gerner
Dave Taylor
James Tye

Staff
Rachel Fossum

Interns
Natalie Endres

Lindsey Hellenbrand

Conservation Resource Managers
Dennis Frame
Joe Connors

Visit ces.landsend.com/CleanLakes to 
order YPF apparel.

To get a Yahara Pride Farms member 
sign after participating in cost-share or 
completing the certification program, 

please contact us at 
608-255-6329.

Clean Lakes Alliance proudly 
contributes administrative, financial and 

marketing support to 
Yahara Pride Farms.

www.cleanlakesalliance.com
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Thanks to our 2015 partners!
ABS Global, Inc.
Alliant Energy 
Badgerland Financial*
Carl F. Statz and Sons
Crop IMS
Dane County Extension
Dairy Business Association
Dairy Business Milk 
    Marketing Cooperative
Digested Organics, LLC
Kalscheur Implement Co.*
Kaz’s Flying Service*

McFarlanes’*
The McKnight Foundation
Middleton Community Bank
Middleton Farmers Cooperative
MSA Professional Services*
Partners in Production*
Patagonia  
Professional Dairy  
    Producers Foundation 
Profession Dairy Producers
    of Wisconsin
Wagner Insurance

Willy Street Co-op
Win-Field*
Wipp Brothers Ag Services 
Wisconsin Soybean
    Marketing Board
Yahara WINs*

Contact us to renew or add your 
partnership to the list for 2015

New partners in bold 
 
* indicates partners that also provide 

Upcoming Events - summer 2015
YPF Farm Tour
June, date and host to be determined
FREE, with lunch provided
To register, contact the Yahara Pride Farms office.
www.yaharapridefarms.org

Cows on the Concourse
Kicking off June Dairy Month in Dane County 
Saturday, June 6th, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Capitol Square, downtown Madison
www.cowsontheconcourse.org

Dane County Breakfast on the Farm
Saturday, June 13th, 7:30 a.m. to noon
At Kickaboo Farms (a Yahara Pride Farm)
7456 Kickaboo Road, Waunakee 
$7 adults, $4 kids - Visit the YPF booth!
www.danecountydairy.com

Lodi Agricultural Fair - Celebrating 150 years!
Wednesday, July 8th - Sunday, July 12th
700 Fair Street, Lodi 
lodiagfair.com

Dane County Fair
Wednesday, July 15th - Sunday, July 19th
$8 adults, $3 kids ($20 adults, $6 kids for season)
danecountyfair.com

Wisconsin Farm Technology Days  
at the Statz Brothers Farm
Tuesday, August 25th - Thursday, August 27th 
5375 County Road VV, Marshall (near Sun Prairie) 
$6 admission - Visit the YPF booth!
danecofarmtech.com

Yahara Pride Farms has come a long way since we formed 
in 2011. In January, the Yahara Pride Farms board got togeth-

er to update how we represent who we are and what we do. 
We hope that when you read about what we strive to do, 
you’ll see that our goals are similar to yours.

Who we are
Yahara Pride Farms is a farmer-led, not-for-profit organization 
working to improve soil and water quality. We strive to help 
advance new ideas and technology that achieve both water 
quality improvement and farm sustainability with overall farm 
profitability.

What we strive to do
1. Create a mechanism to show farmer environmental sus-

tainability and reward farmers for good stewardship along 
with a way to track collective progress to show watershed 
advancement.

2. Help inform farmers of new water quality rules, laws, and 
issues through our farmer network of information shar-
ing.

3. Help advance new ideas and technology that yield better 
water quality along with farm profitability.

4. Through our projects and educational programs, earn the 
trust and respect of farmers, private citizens, and govern-
ment by showing that agriculture is committed to doing 
its fair share in making improvements in the watershed.

5. Create the Yahara Pride brand name that both farmers 
and citizens can relate to.

We also looked at what it means to be a “member.” We don’t 
have a traditional membership, but we would like to recognize 
the farmers that participate in our cost-share program and 
our certification program, and those that attend our events. 
We came up with the following terms:

A “Yahara Pride Farmer”:
An active participant that utilizes our cost-share program and/
or certification program and also attends our networking 
events.

A “Yahara Pride Certified Farmer”:
An active participant that has gone through our farm certifica-
tion program and has received a passing score of at least 80%.

Yahara Pride Farmers and Yahara Pride Certified Farmers are 
eligible for discounted products and services at selected local 
agribusinesses. See the inset benefits sheet for details.

YPF Article in Corn+Soybean Digest

Watch for an article about YPF in the Corn + 
Soybean Digest this month. It will highlight 

how Yahara farmers have created an 
educational program to cut phosphorus loss.



There has been a lot of discussion happen-
ing on cover crops statewide and regionally. 
We know cover crops are used to manage 
soil erosion between normal crop rotations, 
but do cover crops pay? What seed types 
are most effective? Do cover crops increase 
yields? Management methods, planting 
dates, seed types, timing and weather all play 
a part. In an effort to answer these import-
ant questions and evaluate these variables, 
Yahara Pride Farms (YPF) offers cost-share 
assistance for farmers to try out different 
cover crops and is also working on a cover 
crop demonstration plot in partnership with 
UW-Extension’s crop and soils educator, Hei-
di Johnson and seed company Partners in 
Production.

What we’ve learned so far
According to Heidi, by effectively managing 
a cover crop, farmers will see a reduction in 
soil erosion and long-term improvements in 
soil condition, which can result in increased 
yields, reduction in nitrogen fertilizer need 
and higher yields in years with environmen-
tal stresses. In the short-term, cover crops 
can provide nitrogen credits and take up ni-
trogen that could be lost to leaching, which 
can allow for an increased subsequent crop 
yield and improved soil health. 

Through the cover crop demonstration plot, 
we have found that one of the most import-
ant factors to consider when planting cov-
er crops is timing. The earlier you get your 
cover crops in after corn silage, the better. 
Planting cover crops before manure applica-
tion after silage harvest works very well. Ad-
ditionally, with low soil disturbance manure 
injection systems we can apply manure after 
the cover crop has been established.

In 2015, the demonstration plot will be 
looking at the effects of cutting back 
on cover crop seed rates (full, ¾ and 
½ rates) and eliminating the variable 
planting dates that we evaluated in 
2014. The seed types that will be eval-
uated this year will be rye, wheat, oats, 
barley and the combination of barley 
and winter wheat.

---
To share information learned from 
planting cover crops with our farmer 
network we interviewed Jeff Endres 
of Endres Berryridge Farms and Greg 
Ziegler of Ziegler Dairy to tell us more 
about the payoff they’ve seen by trying 
cover crops through the YPF cost-share 
program since 2012.

Jeff Endres, Endres Berryridge Farms
The cover crop combination that has 
been most effective for Endres Ber-
ryridge Farms is winter wheat followed 
by a mixture of peas and barley after the 
winter wheat is harvested in late sum-
mer. The winter wheat acts as a cover 
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crop throughout the winter months, 
while the peas and barley act as a 
cover crop for late summer and early 
fall. The cover crops prepare the field 
for the next spring’s crop and allow 
Berryridge Farms to grow three dif-
ferent crops in one year with only till-
ing the ground once. This also gives 
the option to incorporate manure af-
ter winter wheat harvest. 

Using cover crops as forage
Planting cover crops mid- to late-Au-
gust allows enough growing season 

Continued on page 3
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Does a cover crop pay?
Rachel Fossum, YPF Rural Program Manager

2015 Watershed-Wide Conference: 
“Nutrient Management & Precision Ag”
Tuesday, March 5, 2015

Yahara Pride Farms Newsletter

For cover crops, timing is key. From top left, clockwise: planting dates of 9/10/15, 9/23/15, 
9/30/15, 10/10/15 at YPF cover crop demonstration plot. Photos taken 11/10/15 by Heidi Johnson. 


